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An illustrated cultural history of drug use from its roots in animal intoxication to
its future in designer neurochemicals

• Featuring artwork from the upcoming High Society exhibition at the Wellcome
Collection in London, one of the world’s greatest medical history collections

• Explores the roles drugs play in different cultures as medicines, religious
sacraments, status symbols, and coveted trade goods

• Reveals how drugs drove the global trade and cultural exchange that made the
modern world

• Examines the causes of drug prohibitions a century ago and the current “war on
drugs”

Every society is a high society. Every day people drink coffee on European
terraces and kava in Pacific villages; chew betel nut in Indonesian markets and
coca leaf on Andean mountainsides; swallow ecstasy tablets in the clubs of
Amsterdam and opium pills in the deserts of Rajastan; smoke hashish in
Himalayan temples and tobacco and marijuana in every nation on earth.

Exploring the spectrum of drug use throughout history--from its roots in animal
intoxication to its future in designer neurochemicals--High Society paints vivid
portraits of the roles drugs play in different cultures as medicines, religious
sacraments, status symbols, and coveted trade goods. From the botanicals of the
classical world through the mind-bending self-experiments of 18th- and 19th-
century scientists to the synthetic molecules that have transformed our
understanding of the brain, Mike Jay reveals how drugs such as tobacco, tea, and
opium drove the global trade and cultural exchange that created the modern
world and examines the forces that led to the prohibition of opium and cocaine a
century ago and the “war on drugs” that rages today.
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neurochemicals

• Featuring artwork from the upcoming High Society exhibition at the Wellcome Collection in London, one
of the world’s greatest medical history collections

• Explores the roles drugs play in different cultures as medicines, religious sacraments, status symbols, and
coveted trade goods

• Reveals how drugs drove the global trade and cultural exchange that made the modern world

• Examines the causes of drug prohibitions a century ago and the current “war on drugs”

Every society is a high society. Every day people drink coffee on European terraces and kava in Pacific
villages; chew betel nut in Indonesian markets and coca leaf on Andean mountainsides; swallow ecstasy
tablets in the clubs of Amsterdam and opium pills in the deserts of Rajastan; smoke hashish in Himalayan
temples and tobacco and marijuana in every nation on earth.

Exploring the spectrum of drug use throughout history--from its roots in animal intoxication to its future in
designer neurochemicals--High Society paints vivid portraits of the roles drugs play in different cultures as
medicines, religious sacraments, status symbols, and coveted trade goods. From the botanicals of the
classical world through the mind-bending self-experiments of 18th- and 19th-century scientists to the
synthetic molecules that have transformed our understanding of the brain, Mike Jay reveals how drugs such
as tobacco, tea, and opium drove the global trade and cultural exchange that created the modern world and
examines the forces that led to the prohibition of opium and cocaine a century ago and the “war on drugs”
that rages today.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Mike Jay’s book offers an excellently researched account of the changing interface of drug use, social
values, international trade and commerce, and cultural conditioning. It makes for a fascinating read for those
interested in our long and varied relationship with psychoactive materials and our quest for novelty.” (Tom
Soloway Pinkson, Ph.D., author of The Shamanic Wisdom of the Huichol: Medicine Teachings for Mod)

“The fascinating history of mind-altering substances is given an articulate and intelligent treatment in Mike
Jay’s intriguing narrative. This is anything but a dry recounting. The intertwined influences of culture,
politics, and finance on the history and perception of drug use are chronicled in this well-written and
engrossing study.” (J. D. Arthur, author of Salvia Divinorum: Doorway to Thought-Free Awareness)

“I encourage you to read High Society to get a different perspective; one of research and historical facts
before making a decision of what side you are taking. This is a good read and a good knowledge base for
further contemplation and personal research.” (Irene Watson, Reader Views, November 2010)

“. . . an excellent introduction to the history of drugs: concise, readable, profound in its implications, and
beautifully presented.” (Jonathan Taylor, Erowid, October 2011)

“The impressive collection of pictures alone makes this book outstanding. Well illustrated–literally–are the
roles drugs play as medicines, religious sacraments, status symbols, and trade goods. This is no dry,
academic account, but a colorful, cross–cultural history of people, as well as birds and animals, seeking pain
relief, enjoyment, creativity, or enlightenment through plants. It covers centuries of both use and abuse.”
(American Herb Association, September 2012)

From the Back Cover
ENTHEOGENS / POPULAR CULTURE

“Mike Jay’s book offers an excellently researched account of the changing interface of drug use, social
values, international trade and commerce, and cultural conditioning. It makes for a fascinating read for those
interested in our long and varied relationship with psychoactive materials and our quest for novelty.”
--Tom Soloway Pinkson, Ph.D., author of The Shamanic Wisdom of the Huichol: Medicine Teachings for
Modern Times

“The fascinating history of mind-altering substances is given an articulate and intelligent treatment in Mike
Jay’s intriguing narrative. This is anything but a dry recounting. The intertwined influences of culture,
politics, and finance on the history and perception of drug use are chronicled in this well-written and
engrossing study.”
--J. D. Arthur, author of Salvia Divinorum: Doorway to Thought-Free Awareness

Every society is a high society. Every day people drink coffee on European terraces and kava in Pacific
villages; chew betel nut in Indonesian markets and coca leaf on Andean mountainsides; swallow ecstasy
tablets in the clubs of Amsterdam and opium pills in the deserts of Rajastan; smoke hashish in Himalayan
temples and tobacco and marijuana in every nation on Earth.



Exploring the spectrum of drug use throughout history--from its roots in animal intoxication to its future in
designer neurochemicals--High Society paints vivid portraits of the roles drugs play in different cultures as
medicines, religious sacraments, status symbols, and coveted trade goods. From the botanicals of the
classical world through the mind-bending self-experiments of 18th- and 19th-century scientists to the
synthetic molecules that have transformed our understanding of the brain, Mike Jay reveals how drugs such
as tobacco, tea, and opium drove the global trade and cultural exchange that created the modern world and
examines the forces that led to the prohibition of opium and cocaine a century ago and the “war on drugs”
that rages today.

MIKE JAY is a leading specialist in the study of drugs across history and cultures. The author of Artificial
Paradises, Emperors of Dreams, and The Atmosphere of Heaven, his critical writing on drugs has appeared
in many publications, including The Guardian, The Telegraph, and The International Journal of Drug
Policy. He sits on the editorial board of the addiction journal Drugs and Alcohol Today and on the board of
the Transform Drug Policy Foundation. He lives in England.

About the Author
Mike Jay is a leading specialist in the study of drugs across history and cultures. The author of Artificial
Paradises, Emperors of Dreams, and The Atmosphere of Heaven, his critical writing on drugs has appeared
in many publications, including The Guardian, The Telegraph, and The International Journal of Drug
Policy. He sits on the editorial board of the addiction journal Drugs and Alcohol Today and on the board of
the Transform Drug Policy Foundation. He lives in England.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Homer Smith:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
mainly because just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on guardería until university need that High Society: The Central Role of
Mind-Altering Drugs in History, Science, and Culture to read.

Francisco London:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the personas
do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this High Society:
The Central Role of Mind-Altering Drugs in History, Science, and Culture, you may tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a
book.



Larry Gregg:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is
look different you can read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent
24 hours a day to reading a e-book. The book High Society: The Central Role of Mind-Altering Drugs in
History, Science, and Culture it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to
develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book through your
smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book offers high quality.

Brenda Villa:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book High Society: The Central Role of
Mind-Altering Drugs in History, Science, and Culture to make your own personal reading is interesting.
Your personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try to choose very
simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about book and studying especially. It is to be
first opinion for you to like to open up a book and examine it. Beside that the publication High Society: The
Central Role of Mind-Altering Drugs in History, Science, and Culture can to be your brand new friend when
you're really feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of their time.
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