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This is the first comprehensive biography in half a century of John Locke -“a
man of versatile mind, fitted for whatever you shall undertake”, as one of his
many good friends very aptly described him. Against an exciting historical
background of the English Civil War, religious intolerance and bigotry, anti-
Government struggles and plots, and the Glorious Revolution of 1688, Roger
Woolhouse interweaves the events of Locke's rather varied life with detailed
expositions of his developing ideas in medicine, theory of knowledge, philosophy
of science, political philosophy, philosophy of religion, and economics.
Chronologically systematic in its coverage, this volume offers an account and
explanation of Locke's ideas and their reception, while entering at large into the
details of his private life of intimate friendships and warm companionship, and of
the increasingly visible public life into which, despite himself, he was drawn -
Oxford tutor, associate of Shaftesbury, dutiful civil servant. Based on broad
research and many years' study of Locke's philosophy, this will be the
authoritative biography for years to come of this truly versatile man whose long-
standing desire was for quiet residence in his Oxford college engaged in the
study and practise of medicine and natural philosophy, yet who, after years in
political exile, finally became an over-worked but influential public servant and
who is seen now as one of the most significant early modern philosophers. Roger
Woolhouse is Emeritus Professor of Philosophy at the University of York. He is
the author of many journal articles and books on early modern philosophy,
including The Empiricists, Descartes, Spinoza, Leibniz, and, with R.Francks,
Leibniz's “New System”.
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This is the first comprehensive biography in half a century of John Locke -“a man of versatile mind, fitted
for whatever you shall undertake”, as one of his many good friends very aptly described him. Against an
exciting historical background of the English Civil War, religious intolerance and bigotry, anti-Government
struggles and plots, and the Glorious Revolution of 1688, Roger Woolhouse interweaves the events of
Locke's rather varied life with detailed expositions of his developing ideas in medicine, theory of knowledge,
philosophy of science, political philosophy, philosophy of religion, and economics. Chronologically
systematic in its coverage, this volume offers an account and explanation of Locke's ideas and their
reception, while entering at large into the details of his private life of intimate friendships and warm
companionship, and of the increasingly visible public life into which, despite himself, he was drawn - Oxford
tutor, associate of Shaftesbury, dutiful civil servant. Based on broad research and many years' study of
Locke's philosophy, this will be the authoritative biography for years to come of this truly versatile man
whose long-standing desire was for quiet residence in his Oxford college engaged in the study and practise of
medicine and natural philosophy, yet who, after years in political exile, finally became an over-worked but
influential public servant and who is seen now as one of the most significant early modern philosophers.
Roger Woolhouse is Emeritus Professor of Philosophy at the University of York. He is the author of many
journal articles and books on early modern philosophy, including The Empiricists, Descartes, Spinoza,
Leibniz, and, with R.Francks, Leibniz's “New System”.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Germinal to Enlightenment liberalism and religious tolerance, political philosopher John Locke (1632-1704)
profoundly influenced the idea makers of the American Revolution; consequently, Locke is still read in
college courses. In chronicling Locke, British scholar Woolhouse combines analysis of his principal
philosophical writings with a narrative built on Locke's exhaustive record keeping. Mercifully minimal in
quoting from financial accounts and weather observations, Woolhouse expands more on Locke's letters
arising from interpersonal relationships, such as a diffidently pursued courtship, and his experience of the
real politics of his time. A supporter of the Whig opposition to the restored Stuarts, Locke fled England for
the Dutch provinces, where he polished his major works. Returning from exile after James II's overthrow in
1688, Locke was finally free to publish the works that have engraved his name. Woolhouse's portrait
supersedes the 1957 definitive biography by mining a multivolume collection of Locke's correspondence
published since then, providing this opportunity for active philosophy collections to freshen their Locke
section. Gilbert Taylor
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"Woolhouse weaves compelling critical readings of Locke's works into events in Locke's life that prompted
them, also showing the extent to which many of Locke's key ideas emerged early in his life. Woolhouse
combines engaging writing with lucid insights into Locke's times to create not only an elegant critical
biography but also a first-rate social history."
-Library Journal

"Woolhouse's portrait supersedes the 1957 definitive biography by mining a multivolume collection of
Locke's correspondence published since then, providing this opportunity for active philosophy collections to
freshen their Locke section."
-Booklist

"Woolhouse has produced a fascinating portrait of Locke which will be required reading for all those
interested in Locke the philosopher and Locke the man, for many
-Chris R. Kyle, Renaissance Quarterly

"Relying on Locke's correspondence, manuscripts, and mostly unpublished journals, Woolhouse pieces
together a detailed quilt that exhibits the tremendous variety of Locke's interests and activities...(a) judicious
and engaging biography."
-Michael Losonsky, Journal of the History of Philosophy

"Rodger Woolhouse has written a fine new comprehensive biography of John Locke.[...]This is a fine
addition to the scholarship on Locke and will serve as a very useful account of his life and a good
introduction to his thought."
-John Marshall, Johns Hopkins University, American Historical Review

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


"Woolhouse has hit the mark in producing a biography which is useful and accessible... This deserves to
become a standard reference text."
-Metapsychology Online Reviews

About the Author
Roger Woolhouse is Emeritus Professor of Philosophy at the University of York. He is the author of many
journal articles and books on early modern philosophy, including The Empiricists, Descartes, Spinoza,
Leibniz, and, with R. Francks, Leibniz's 'New System'.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Sandifer:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question mainly
because just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on pre-school until university need that Locke: A Biography to read.

William Martin:

Here thing why this Locke: A Biography are different and dependable to be yours. First of all examining a
book is good but it really depends in the content from it which is the content is as delightful as food or not.
Locke: A Biography giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out there
but there is no publication that similar with Locke: A Biography. It gives you thrill reading through journey,
its open up your current eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is might be can be
happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means
home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Locke: A
Biography in e-book can be your choice.

Carl Speed:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but novel and Locke: A Biography or perhaps others sources were
given understanding for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel desire to read more and more.
Science publication was created for teacher or students especially. Those guides are helping them to include
their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Locke: A Biography to
make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.



Shari Villa:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this
Locke: A Biography.
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