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The New World’searliest Jewish immigrants and their unique, little-known
history: A New York Times bestseller from the author of Life at the Dakota.

In 1654, twenty-three Jewish families arrived in New Amsterdam (now New

Y ork) aboard a French privateer. They were the Sephardim, members of a proud
orthodox sect that had served as royal advisors and honored professionals under
Moorish rule in Spain and Portugal but were then exiled from their homeland by
intolerant monarchs. A small, closed, and intensely private community, the
Sephardim soon established themselves as businessmen and financiers, earning
great wealth. They became powerful forcesin society, with some, like banker
Haym Salomon, even providing financial support to George Washington’'s army
during the American Revolution.

Y et despite its mgjor role in the birth and growth of America, this extraordinary
group has remained virtually impenetrable and unknowabl e to outsiders. From
author of “ Our Crowd” Stephen Birmingham, The Grandees delves into the lives
of the Sephardim and their historic accomplishments, illuminating the insulated
world of these early Americans. Birmingham reveals how these families, with
descendants including poet Emma Lazarus, Barnard College founder Annie
Nathan Meyer, and Supreme Court Justice Benjamin N. Cardozo,
influenced—and continue to influence—American society.
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Times bestseller from the author of Life at the Dakota.

In 1654, twenty-three Jewish families arrived in New Amsterdam (now New Y ork) aboard a French
privateer. They were the Sephardim, members of a proud orthodox sect that had served as royal advisors and
honored professionals under Moorish rule in Spain and Portugal but were then exiled from their homeland by
intolerant monarchs. A small, closed, and intensely private community, the Sephardim soon established
themselves as businessmen and financiers, earning great wealth. They became powerful forces in society,
with some, like banker Haym Salomon, even providing financial support to George Washington’s army
during the American Revolution.

Y et despite its major role in the birth and growth of America, this extraordinary group has remained virtually
impenetrable and unknowable to outsiders. From author of “ Our Crowd” Stephen Birmingham, The
Grandees delves into the lives of the Sephardim and their historic accomplishments, illuminating the
insulated world of these early Americans. Birmingham reveals how these families, with descendants
including poet Emma Lazarus, Barnard College founder Annie Nathan Meyer, and Supreme Court Justice
Benjamin N. Cardozo, influenced—and continue to influence—American society.
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Editorial Review
Review

“Carriage Trade has got the dish on everyone. . . . [A] page turner . . . [that] offersalittle bit of the best of
everything . . . One zippy read . . . [Birmingham)] is clearly familiar with histerritory.” —The New York
Times

“A rags-to-riches saga with several twists and switchbacks . . . Clever and satisfying.” —Booklist

“When it comes to the folkways of the rich, the powerful, and the privileged, Stephen Birmingham knows
what he' stalking about.” —Los Angeles Times

About the Author

Stephen Birmingham (1929-2015) was an American author of more than thirty books. Born in Hartford,
Connecticut, he graduated from Williams College in 1953 and taught writing at the University of Cincinnati.
Birmingham’ s work focuses on the upper classin America. He' s written about the African American ditein
Certain People and prominent Jewish society in Our Crowd: The Great Jewish Families of New York, The
Grandees: The Sory of America’s Sephardic Elite, and The Rest of Us: The Rise of America’s Eastern
European Jews. His work also encompasses severa novelsincluding The Auerbach Will, The LeBaron
Secret, Shades of Fortune, and The Rothman Scandal, and other non-fiction titles such as California Rich,
The Grandes Dames, and Life at the Dakota: New York’s Most Unusual Address.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Staci Eager:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge to make
these keep up with the erawhich is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by looking at books. It is agood choice for you personally but the problems coming to you is you
don't know what type you should start with. This The Grandees: Americas Sephardic Elite is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need
inthisera

Lois Jennings:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you
examine a book you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The The Grandees. America's Sephardic Elite will give you a new experience in reading
through a book.



Beth Kdlly:

On this erawhich is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It isjust simple solution to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy alook at some books. One of the booksin the top record
inyour reading list is The Grandees: Americas Sephardic Elite. This book that is certainly qualified as The
Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking right up and review this e-book you
can get many advantages.

Elizabeth Corndlius;

Y ou can obtain this The Grandees: America's Sephardic Elite by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just ssmply
viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve chalenge if you get difficultiesto your knowledge. Kinds of
this publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book
through e-book. In the modern eralike now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what
your prablem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your publication. It
is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose
suitable ways for you.
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