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Whether one thinks that "religion" continues to fade or has made a comeback in
the contemporary world, there is a common notion that "religion" went away
somewhere, at least in the West. But William Cavanaugh argues that religious
fervor never left -- it has only migrated toward a new object of worship.
In Migrations of the Holy he examines the disconcerting modern transfer of
sacred devotion from the church to the nation-state.

In these chapters Cavanaugh cautions readers to be wary of a rigid separation of
religion and politics that boxes in the church and sends citizens instead to the
state for hope, comfort, and salvation as they navigate the risks and pains of
mortal life. When nationality becomes the primary source of identity and
belonging, he warns, the state becomes the god and idol of its own religion, the
language of nationalism becomes a liturgy, and devotees willingly sacrifice their
lives to serve and defend their country.

Cavanaugh urges Christians to resist this form of idolatry, to unthink the
inevitability of the nation-state and its dreary party politics, to embrace radical
forms of political pluralism that privilege local communities -- and to cling to an
incarnational theology that weaves itself seamlessly and tangibly into all aspects
of daily life and culture.

Read more about the book in a blog post by Cavanaugh on EerdWord.
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Editorial Review

Review

Luke Bretherton
— King's College London
"In these essays William Cavanaugh continues to provide leadership and vision in the field of political
theology. He addresses essential questions about the religious status of the nation-state, the political
character of the church, and how the tradition of Christian political thought might be brought to bear upon
contemporary politics. In doing so Cavanaugh unfolds a theological response to present political conditions
and a political response to our theological condition."

Robert Benne
— Center for Religion and Society, Roanoke College 
"Another vigorous — but distinct — voice in the burgeoning conversation about the role of religion
generally and the church specifically in political life. . . Worth a careful read."

About the Author

William T. Cavanaugh is senior research professor at the Center for World Catholicism and Intercultural
Theology and professor of Catholic studies at DePaul University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Clara Lee:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Migrations of the Holy: God,
State, and the Political Meaning of the Church is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world.
Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Ginger Amundson:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Migrations of the Holy: God, State, and the Political
Meaning of the Church as the daily resource information.



David Musick:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition info. Even you love Migrations of the Holy: God, State, and the Political Meaning
of the Church, you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of
hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its named reading
friends.

Eddie Grabowski:

This Migrations of the Holy: God, State, and the Political Meaning of the Church is new way for you who
has interest to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you
onto it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading
this Migrations of the Holy: God, State, and the Political Meaning of the Church can be the light food for
yourself because the information inside this book is easy to get through anyone. These books build itself in
the form which can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in guide
form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a reserve
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss
the item! Just read this e-book style for your better life along with knowledge.
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