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The Meaning of Life (published in Russian in 1925) is a distillation of S. L.
Frank’s bitter experience of the years of Revolution and post-Revolution exile. It
is, quite simply, a book about the search for meaning in suffering. Translator
Boris Jakim calls it “the closest thing we have in the twenty-first century to the
book of Job.”

Frank begins with the understanding that, if we do not possess the meaning of
life, we are like drowning men who have no way to get to shore. Only by
understanding that meaning can we save ourselves and get to solid ground. But
what is the meaning of life? How does one define it and how does one find it?
Frank here considers the question both socio-politically and metaphysically. He
immerses himself deeper and deeper into spiritual being before finally finding the
answer: it is the place where man’s soul touches Divinity, and it is Divinity that
illuminates life with meaning. For Frank, the meaning of life is the indissoluble
unity of perfect fulfillment and perfect clarity, the unity of light and Truth.

This book displays an extraordinary spiritual profundity rooted in personal
experience and suffering. Boris Jakim’s masterful translation into English brings
Frank’s remarkably powerful thought to a world still ? and always ? searching for
meaning.
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years of Revolution and post-Revolution exile. It is, quite simply, a book about the search for meaning in
suffering. Translator Boris Jakim calls it “the closest thing we have in the twenty-first century to the book of
Job.”

Frank begins with the understanding that, if we do not possess the meaning of life, we are like drowning men
who have no way to get to shore. Only by understanding that meaning can we save ourselves and get to solid
ground. But what is the meaning of life? How does one define it and how does one find it? Frank here
considers the question both socio-politically and metaphysically. He immerses himself deeper and deeper
into spiritual being before finally finding the answer: it is the place where man’s soul touches Divinity, and it
is Divinity that illuminates life with meaning. For Frank, the meaning of life is the indissoluble unity of
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This book displays an extraordinary spiritual profundity rooted in personal experience and suffering. Boris
Jakim’s masterful translation into English brings Frank’s remarkably powerful thought to a world still ? and
always ? searching for meaning.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Boris Jakim has done us a great service in making available one of Semyon Frank’s most accessible
writings. One of Russia’s greatest philosophers, Frank wrote The Meaning of Life shortly after his exile from
Russia in 1922, when Lenin forced many of Russia’s leading thinkers to leave the country. An appealing mix
of reflection and argument, a meditation on the deepest questions of life.”
? Philip Boobbyer

“This soulful essay is the perfect introduction to the philosophical and religious thought of S. L. Frank. . . .
Here Frank calls us to a sense of the whole of things, an intuition of Eternal Being, to what Vladimir
Solovyov called ‘a wholly joyous secret ? God is with us.’ ”
? Paul Valliere

“S. L. Frank is the most important Russian philosopher of the twentieth century, a pure and penetrating
thinker, and a limpid prose stylist. Despite his passionate involvement in the debates of his time, his thought
is not period-bound; it speaks to us now as urgently as ever.”
? Richard Pevear

“Reminiscent of the Confession of Leo Tolstoy, Frank’s bold essay The Meaning of Life is an indispensable
contribution to the Russian tradition of confronting the big, accursed questions. Frank’s treatise is expertly
translated and annotated by Boris Jakim, who continues his heroic labor of making available for English-
language readers the most important works of Russian philosophy.”
? Robert Bird

About the Author

S. L. Frank (1877–1950) was one of the most outstanding Russian philosophers of the modern era. An early
theoretical opponent of Marxism and Soviet communism, he was a leading figure of the Russian religious
renaissance in the early twentieth century.

Boris Jakim is the foremost translator of Russian religiousthought into English. His published translations
includeworks by S.L. Frank, Pavel Florensky, Vladimir Solovyov,and Sergius Bulgakov.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ronda Caesar:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Meaning of Life. Try to stumble through book The
Meaning of Life as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you sense alone and beside those of
course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you far more
confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience along



with knowledge with this book.

Louis Chavez:

In other case, little men and women like to read book The Meaning of Life. You can choose the best book if
you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is important any book The Meaning of Life.
You can add information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly
because from book you can understand everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end
up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book as
well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go
to the library. Let's examine.

Tabitha Devore:

The book The Meaning of Life can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why
must we leave a very important thing like a book The Meaning of Life? A few of you have a different
opinion about publication. But one aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely proper.
Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to
give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Meaning of Life has simple shape however, you
know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by start and read a e-book.
So it is very wonderful.

Thomas Pilcher:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and The Meaning of Life or even others
sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read more
and more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping
them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book likes The Meaning of Life
to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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