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This innovative study of nineteenth-century cellists and cello playing shows how
simple concepts of posture, technique and expression changed over time, while
acknowledging that many different practices co-existed. By placing an awareness
of this diversity at the centre of an historical narrative, George Kennaway has
produced a unique cultural history of performance practices. In addition to
drawing upon an unusually wide range of source materials - from instructional
methods to poetry, novels and film - Kennaway acknowledges the instability and
ambiguity of the data that supports historically informed performance. By
examining nineteenth-century assumptions about the very nature of the cello
itself, he demonstrates new ways of thinking about historical performance today.
Kennaway’s treatment of tone quality and projection, and of posture, bow-strokes
and fingering, is informed by his practical insights as a professional cellist and
teacher. Vibrato and portamento are examined in the context of an increasing
divergence between theory and practice, as seen in printed sources and heard in
early cello recordings. Kennaway also explores differing nineteenth-century
views of the cello’s gendered identity and the relevance of these cultural tropes to
contemporary performance. By accepting the diversity and ambiguity of
nineteenth-century sources, and by resisting oversimplified solutions, Kennaway
has produced a nuanced performing history that will challenge and engage
musicologists and performers alike.
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This innovative study of nineteenth-century cellists and cello playing shows how simple concepts of posture,
technique and expression changed over time, while acknowledging that many different practices co-existed.
By placing an awareness of this diversity at the centre of an historical narrative, George Kennaway has
produced a unique cultural history of performance practices. In addition to drawing upon an unusually wide
range of source materials - from instructional methods to poetry, novels and film - Kennaway acknowledges
the instability and ambiguity of the data that supports historically informed performance. By examining
nineteenth-century assumptions about the very nature of the cello itself, he demonstrates new ways of
thinking about historical performance today. Kennaway’s treatment of tone quality and projection, and of
posture, bow-strokes and fingering, is informed by his practical insights as a professional cellist and teacher.
Vibrato and portamento are examined in the context of an increasing divergence between theory and
practice, as seen in printed sources and heard in early cello recordings. Kennaway also explores differing
nineteenth-century views of the cello’s gendered identity and the relevance of these cultural tropes to
contemporary performance. By accepting the diversity and ambiguity of nineteenth-century sources, and by
resisting oversimplified solutions, Kennaway has produced a nuanced performing history that will challenge
and engage musicologists and performers alike.
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Editorial Review

Review
'In sum, the book is an excellent resource for any cellist interested in exploring the changes and the variety in
performance practices of the long nineteenth century through a wealth of materials taken from treatises and
method books, comments of listeners (informed or not) of the period, iconography, and early twentieth-
century recordings ... Kennaway's volume should definitely be on every cellist's bookshelf, whether or not he
or she is interested in HIP'. Music and Letters

About the Author
George Kennaway is a cellist, conductor, teacher and musicologist. He studied at the universities of
Newcastle and Oxford, the Salzburg Mozarteum and the Guildhall School of Music. He has appeared as a
soloist throughout the north of England, on modern, nineteenth-century and baroque cello - recent solo
appearances have ranged from eighteenth-century concertos to contemporary Russian repertoire. From 1980
to 2008 he was co-principal cello in the Orchestra of Opera North. He left the orchestra to take up full-time
research in the Leeds University School of Music, working on an AHRC project to create a database of
nineteenth-century annotated editions of string chamber music. He is a member of the Ferdinand David
Quartet which specializes in the application of theories of historical performance to the German nineteenth-
century repertoire. As a conductor, he has worked with orchestras in the UK, Russia, Uzbekistan,
Kazakhstan, Italy and Lithuania, and he is also active as a cello teacher and chamber music coach. He is
currently Visiting Research Fellow at the University of Leeds, and Visiting Research Fellow at the
University of Huddersfield Centre for Performance Research.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jennifer Walker:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Playing the Cello, 1780–1930. Try to make the book Playing the Cello,
1780–1930 as your friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you really feel alone and beside
regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes
you much more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we need to make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

Christopher Hill:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Playing the Cello, 1780–1930
book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred %
guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.



Mamie Crossett:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to test look for book, may be the reserve untitled Playing the Cello, 1780–1930 can be excellent book to
read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Paulette Wang:

This Playing the Cello, 1780–1930 is great e-book for you because the content which is full of information
for you who always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This particular book
reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can declare no rambling sentences included. So if
you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward
sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Playing the Cello,
1780–1930 in your hand like having the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say
that no guide that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So , this is
good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?
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