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The punitive turn of penal policy in the United States after the acme of the Civil
Rights movement responds not to rising criminal insecurity but to the social
insecurity spawned by the fragmentation of wage labor and the shakeup of the
ethnoracial hierarchy. It partakes of abroader reconstruction of the state wedding
restrictive “workfare” and expansive “prisonfare” under a philosophy of moral
behaviorism. This paternalist program of penalization of poverty aimsto curb the
urban disorders wrought by economic deregulation and to impose precarious
employment on the postindustrial proletariat. It also erects a garish theater of
civic morality on whose stage political elites can orchestrate the public
vituperation of deviant figures—the teenage “welfare mother,” the ghetto “ street
thug,” and the roaming “ sex predator”’—and close the legitimacy deficit they
suffer when they discard the established government mission of social and
economic protection. By bringing developments in welfare and criminal justice
into a single analytic framework attentive to both the instrumental and
communicative moments of public policy, Punishing the Poor shows that the
prison is not a mere technical implement for law enforcement but a core political
ingtitution. And it reveals that the capitalist revolution from above called
neoliberalism entails not the advent of “small government” but the building of an
overgrown and intrusive penal state deeply injurious to the ideals of democratic
citizenship.
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The punitive turn of penal policy in the United States after the acme of the Civil Rights movement responds
not to rising criminal insecurity but to the social insecurity spawned by the fragmentation of wage labor and
the shakeup of the ethnoracial hierarchy. It partakes of a broader reconstruction of the state wedding
restrictive “workfare” and expansive “prisonfare” under a philosophy of moral behaviorism. This paternalist
program of penalization of poverty aimsto curb the urban disorders wrought by economic deregulation and
to impose precarious employment on the postindustrial proletariat. It also erects a garish theater of civic
morality on whose stage political elites can orchestrate the public vituperation of deviant figures—the
teenage “welfare mother,” the ghetto “street thug,” and the roaming “sex predator”—and close the
legitimacy deficit they suffer when they discard the established government mission of social and economic
protection. By bringing developments in welfare and criminal justice into a single analytic framework
attentive to both the instrumental and communicative moments of public policy, Punishing the Poor shows
that the prison is not a mere technical implement for law enforcement but a core political institution. And it
reveals that the capitalist revolution from above called neoliberalism entails not the advent of “small
government” but the building of an overgrown and intrusive penal state deeply injuriousto the ideals of
democratic citizenship.
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Editorial Review
Review

“Punishing the Poor is an incisive and unflinching indictment of neoliberal state restructuring and poverty
(mis)management. It brilliantly exposes structural and symbolic consonances between ‘workfare’ and
‘prisonfare,” and between emergent, transnational policy orthodoxiesin social and penal policy. Loic
Wacquant delivers atrenchant, radical, and entirely compelling analysis.”"—Jamie Peck, author of Workfare
Sates

“This masterful treatment of contemporary punishment policies relocates the entire field within the political
sweep of the twentieth-century ascendance of economic neoliberalism and the evisceration of the welfare
state. Loic Wacquant skillfully weds materialist and symbolic approaches in the best tradition of Marx and
radical criminology, on the one hand, and Durkheim and Bourdieu, on the other. This provocative book isthe
counter-manifesto to neoliberal penality, amust-read for all students of criminal justice and
citizenship.”—Bernard E. Har court, author of Against Prediction: Profiling, Policing, and Punishing in an
Actuarial Age

“This powerful book shows that America' s harsh penal policies are of a piece with our harsh social policies
and that both can be understood as a symbolic and material apparatus to control the marginal populations
created by neoliberal globalization. A tour de force!”—Frances Fox Piven, co-author of Regulating the
Poor: The Functions of Public Welfare

From the Publisher

"This powerful book shows that America's harsh penal policies are of a piece with our harsh social policies,
and that both can be understood as a symbolic and material apparatus to control the marginal populations
created by neoliberal globalization. A tour de force!"--Frances Fox Piven, co-author of Regulating the Poor

"Punishing the Poor is an incisive and unflinching indictment of neoliberal state restructuring and poverty
(misymanagement. It brilliantly exposes structural and symbolic consonances between “workfare' and
“prisonfare,' and between emergent, transnational policy orthodoxies in social and penal policy. Loic
Wacquant delivers atrenchant, radical, and entirely compelling analysis."--Jamie Peck, author of Workfare
States

"This masterful treatment of contemporary punishment policies relocates the entire field within the political
sweep of the twentieth-century ascendance of economic neoliberalism and the evisceration of the welfare
state. Loic Wacquant skillfully weds materialist and symbolic approaches in the best tradition of Marx and
radical criminology, on the one hand, and Durkheim and Bourdieu, on the other. This provocative book isthe
counter-manifesto to neoliberal penality, a must-read for all students of criminal justice and citizenship."--
Bernard E. Harcourt, author of Against Prediction: Profiling, Policing, and Punishing in an Actuarial Age

From the Back Cover
"This masterful trestment of contemporary punishment policies relocates the entire field within the political
sweep of the twentieth-century ascendance of economic neoliberalism and the evisceration of the welfare



state. Loic Wacquant skillfully weds materialist and symbolic approachesin the best tradition of Marx and
radical criminology, on the one hand, and Durkheim and Bourdieu, on the other. This provocative book is the
counter-manifesto to neoliberal penality, amust-read for all students of criminal justice and citizenship."--
Bernard E. Harcourt, author of "Against Prediction: Profiling, Policing, and Punishing in an Actuarial Age"

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Juan Elam:

Here thing why this particular Punishing the Poor: The Neoliberal Government of Social Insecurity are
different and trusted to be yours. First of al reading a book is good but it realy dependsin the content of it
which isthe content is as tasty as food or not. Punishing the Poor: The Neoliberal Government of Social
Insecurity giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any guide out there but thereis
no reserve that similar with Punishing the Poor: The Neoliberal Government of Social Insecurity. It gives
you thrill reading journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is
probably can be happened around you. Y ou can bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your
method home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of
Punishing the Poor: The Neoliberal Government of Social Insecurity in e-book can be your alternative.

Bertha Buentello:

The reason? Because this Punishing the Poor: The Neoliberal Government of Social Insecurity isan
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with
the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning fully. So, it isgood for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret
it. This book will give you alot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone having that book? If | were you | will go
to the e-book store hurriedly.

Brenda Nunez;

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 aswell as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your short period of timeto read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more
time to be examine. Punishing the Poor: The Neoliberal Government of Social Insecurity can be your answer
asit can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.

David Fern:

Aswe know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can
know everything you want. A book isa pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This publication Punishing the Poor: The Neoliberal Government of Social



Insecurity was filled regarding science. Spend your extratime to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some peopl e has various feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a
book, you can experience enjoy to read a guide. In the modern eralike right now, many ways to get book
that you just wanted.
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