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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

The LEGO MINDSTORMS NXT set includes a variety of powerful electronic parts (motors, sensors, and
the programmable NXT microcomputer) and lots of building elements. With these parts you can create
thousands of unique, intelligent robots. The Unofficial LEGO MINDSTORMS NXT Inventor's Guide helps
you to harness the capabilities of the NXT set and effectively plan, build, and program your own NXT
robots.

Thefirst part of the book contains a brief introduction to the NXT set. You'll then examine the piecesin the
NXT set and the roles they play in construction. Next, you'll learn practical building techniques, like how to
build sturdy structures and work with gears. Then it'stime to learn how to program with the official NXT-G
programming language (and learn a bit about several unofficial programming languages). You'll also learn
what author David J. Perdue calls the MINDSTORM S method: a strategy for creating your own robots.
Finally, you'll follow step-by-step instructions for building, programming, and testing six sample robots (all
of which can be built using only the parts found in one NXT set). These six robots include:

- Zippy-Bot, atwo-wheeled vehicle with a ball caster

- Bumper-Bot, aversion of Zippy-Bot that explores your room and avoids objects

- Claw-Bot, aversion of Zippy-Bot that searches for objects and pushes them away with its claw

- Tag-Bot, afour-wheeled steering vehicle that dashes around while you try to "tag” it with aflashlight
- Guard-Bot, a six-legged walking robot that launches aball at intruders

- Golf-Bot, a stationary robot that finds atarget and then hits aball into the target

You'll also find an NXT-G Quick Reference, which provides information on the 30 types of standard
programming blocks, and the LEGO MINDSTORMS NXT Piece Library, which features detailed
information and images of the more than 80 types of LEGO piecesin the NXT set.

So go ahead. Grab your NXT set, fire up your creative mind, and see what you can invent with The
Unofficial LEGO MINDSTORMS NXT Inventor's Guide.

About the Author

David J. Perdue is the author of Competitive MINDSTORMS (Apress, 2004) and has written for
BrickJournal. He has been inventing with MINDSTORMS since 2001 and has received three Special
Mention awards for his creations on the official online MINDSTORMS invention gallery. He lives with his
family in Round Rock, Texas, and maintains his website at http://www.davidjperdue.com.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carolyn Treece:

This The Unofficial LEGO MINDSTORMS NXT Inventor's Guide book is just not ordinary book, you have
it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually information inside



this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read alot of information you will
get. Thiskind of The Unofficial LEGO MINDSTORMS NXT Inventor's Guide without we realize teach the
one who reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry The Unofficial LEGO
MINDSTORMS NXT Inventor's Guide can bring any time you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves grow to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The
Unofficial LEGO MINDSTORMS NXT Inventor's Guide having good arrangement in word as well as
layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Kenny Crowther:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book and so. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading areserve will give you alot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of severa
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other
folks. When you read this The Unofficial LEGO MINDSTORMS NXT Inventor's Guide, it is possible to
tellsyour family, friendsin addition to soon about yours publication. Y our knowledge can inspire average,
make them reading a publication.

Ruby Martinez:

Isit you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Unofficial LEGO MINDSTORMS
NXT Inventor's Guide can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. Y ou are therefore out of
date, spending your time by reading in this brand new erais common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Maria Couch:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Unofficial LEGO MINDSTORMS NXT
Inventor's Guide was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The
Unofficial LEGO MINDSTORMS NXT Inventor's Guide has many kinds or category. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think that you are the character on
there. Therefore, not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and
relax. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading which.
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