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“It is well that war is so terrible,” Robert E. Lee reportedly said, “or we would
grow too fond of it.” The essays collected here make the case that we have grown
too fond of it, and therefore we must make the war terrible again. Taking a
“freakonomics” approach to Civil War studies, each contributor uses a seemingly
unusual story, incident, or phenomenon to cast new light on the nature of the war
itself. Collectively the essays remind us that war is always about damage, even at
its most heroic and even when certain people and things deserve to be damaged.

Here then is not only the grandness of the Civil War but its more than occasional
littleness. Here are those who profited by the war and those who lost by it?and
not just those who lost all save their honor, but those who lost their honor too.
Here are the cowards, the coxcombs, the belles, the deserters, and the scavengers
who hung back and so survived, even thrived. Here are dark topics like torture,
hunger, and amputation. Here, in short, is war.
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Editorial Review

Review

Weirding the War is an eclectic mix of absorbing essays on the American Civil War. It shatters conventional
paradigms, asking new questions and offering fresh insights into a war that continues to fascinate, even
obsess, both academic and popular audiences.

(Victoria Bynum author of The Long Shadow of the Civil War: Southern Dissent and Its Legacies)

Saying something truly new about the American Civil War seems impossible, but here is a book that offers
an explosion of new perspectives and insights, often surprising and sometimes disturbing. Read this book
and you will never be able to imagine again whatever Civil War you imagined before.

(Edward L. Ayers winner of the Bancroft Prize for In the Presence of Mine Enemies: The Civil War in the
Heart of America, 1859–1863)

Emphasizing selfishness and its victims, not sacrifice, the authors provide insights into the war's cultural and
social history by looking at persons on the margins, oftentimes considered 'weird' by society's mainstream. . .
. Weirding the War matters not because its characters exhibited oddities or peculiarities, but rather because of
their intensely human, commonplace experiences, strengths and weaknesses. Their mundane stories remind
us of the 'weirdness' of war generally and the connection between individuals in the past and ourselves.

(John David Smith News & Observer)

Berry and his contributors manage to accomplish their goal and weird the Civil War. . . . Ironically, it is by
breaking Civil War history from the limitations of the Civil War narrative that we can introduce twenty-first-
century Americans to their counterparts in the nineteenth century?weird.

(Barbara A. Gannon Journal of American History)

Weirding the War proves that there are still many questions left to be asked and answered about this popular
time in American history. These essays collected by Dr. Stephen Berry expand the boundaries of what
historians have looked at, and bring new ideas to the forefront of current Civil War thinking.

(Kristopher Allen Southern Historian)

[Berry’s] manifesto-like introduction calls for new questions, new themes, and new topics that turn upside
down what we think we know about the [Civil War]. . . . The animating force behind these essays, and the
books that will follow, is to nudge students, buffs, and popular audiences to replace the Civil War’s
inspirational story with the darker version.



(Joan Waugh Journal of Southern History)

Overall, whether in soldier, civilian, or veteran studies, the future direction of the new military history
emanates from Weirding the War.

(Matthew E. Stanley Register of the Kentucky Historical Society)

About the Author

Stephen Berry is associate professor of history at the University of Georgia. He is the author of" House of
Abraham: Lincoln and the Todds, a Family Divided by War" and "All That Makes a Man: Love and
Ambition in the Civil War South" and the editor of "Princes of Cotton: Four Diaries of Young Men in the
South, 1848-1860" (Georgia).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shirley Daniels:

The book Weirding the War: Stories from the Civil War's Ragged Edges (UnCivil Wars Ser.) can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very
important thing like a book Weirding the War: Stories from the Civil War's Ragged Edges (UnCivil Wars
Ser.)? A number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give many info for
us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that
you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Weirding the
War: Stories from the Civil War's Ragged Edges (UnCivil Wars Ser.) has simple shape but you know: it has
great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

Richard Cassidy:

This Weirding the War: Stories from the Civil War's Ragged Edges (UnCivil Wars Ser.) book is absolutely
not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book
is actually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read a
lot of information you will get. This specific Weirding the War: Stories from the Civil War's Ragged Edges
(UnCivil Wars Ser.) without we understand teach the one who studying it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Weirding the War: Stories from the Civil War's Ragged Edges (UnCivil
Wars Ser.) can bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' come to be full
because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even phone. This Weirding the War: Stories from the Civil
War's Ragged Edges (UnCivil Wars Ser.) having great arrangement in word and layout, so you will not
experience uninterested in reading.

Carroll Boggess:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their



family, or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different
to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled Weirding the War: Stories from the Civil War's Ragged
Edges (UnCivil Wars Ser.) can be great book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Sandra Byrom:

The book untitled Weirding the War: Stories from the Civil War's Ragged Edges (UnCivil Wars Ser.)
contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is
very straightforward all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written
by famous author. The author brings you in the new time of literary works. It is possible to read this book
because you can continue reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book within anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site in
addition to order it. Have a nice learn.
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