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The American Language, first published in 1919, is H. L. Mencken's book about
the English language as spoken in the United States.

Mencken was inspired by "the argot of the colored waiters" in Washington, as
well as one of his favorite authors, Mark Twain, and his experiences on the
streets of Baltimore. In 1902, Mencken remarked on the "queer words which go
into the making of 'United States.'" The book was preceded by several columns
in The Evening Sun. Mencken eventually asked "Why doesn't some painstaking
pundit attempt a grammar of the American language... English, that is, as spoken
by the great masses of the plain people of this fair land?" It would appear that he
answered his own question.

In the tradition of Noah Webster, who wrote the first American dictionary,
Mencken wanted to defend "Americanisms" against a steady stream of English
critics, who usually isolated Americanisms as borderline barbarous perversions
of the mother tongue. Mencken assaulted the prescriptive grammar of these
critics and American "schoolmarms", arguing, like Samuel Johnson in the
preface to his dictionary, that language evolves independently of textbooks.

The book discusses the beginnings of "American" variations from "English", the
spread of these variations, American names and slang over the course of its 374
pages. According to Mencken, American English was more colorful, vivid, and
creative than its British counterpart.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joshua Ricker:

The book American Language make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable
considerably more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem
with your subject. If you can make examining a book American Language for being your habit, you can get a
lot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You
can know everything if you like open and read a e-book American Language. Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Myrta Bundy:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read
one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the American Language is kind of
publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Vicky Gamez:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write
about the information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try
to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is
this American Language.

Maria Levine:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to



attempt look for book, may be the book untitled American Language can be excellent book to read. May be it
can be best activity to you.
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