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Does oil wealth lead to political poverty? It often looks that way, but Carbon
Democracy tells a more complex story. In this magisterial study, Timothy
Mitchell rethinks the history of energy, bringing into his grasp as he does so
environmental politics, the struggle for democracy, and the place of the Middle
East in the modern world. 

With the rise of coal power, the producers who oversaw its production acquired
the ability to shut down energy systems, a threat they used to build the first mass
democracies. Oil offered the West an alternative, and with it came a new form of
politics. Oil created a denatured political life whose central object – the economy
– appeared capable of infinite growth. What followed was a Western democracy
dependent on an undemocratic Middle East. We now live with the consequences:
an impoverished political practice, incapable of addressing the crises that
threaten to end the age of carbon democracy – namely, the disappearance of
cheap energy and the carbon-fueled collapse of the ecological order.
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Does oil wealth lead to political poverty? It often looks that way, but Carbon Democracy tells a more
complex story. In this magisterial study, Timothy Mitchell rethinks the history of energy, bringing into his
grasp as he does so environmental politics, the struggle for democracy, and the place of the Middle East in
the modern world. 

With the rise of coal power, the producers who oversaw its production acquired the ability to shut down
energy systems, a threat they used to build the first mass democracies. Oil offered the West an alternative,
and with it came a new form of politics. Oil created a denatured political life whose central object – the
economy – appeared capable of infinite growth. What followed was a Western democracy dependent on an
undemocratic Middle East. We now live with the consequences: an impoverished political practice,
incapable of addressing the crises that threaten to end the age of carbon democracy – namely, the
disappearance of cheap energy and the carbon-fueled collapse of the ecological order.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Timothy Mitchell’s Carbon Democracy examines the simultaneous rise of fossil-fueled capitalism and mass
democracy and asks very intelligent questions about the fate of democracy when oil production declines."
—Benjamin Kunkel, New Statesman

“Carbon Democracy is a sweeping overview of the relationship between fossil fuels and political institutions
from the industrial revolution to the Arab Spring, which adds layers of depth and complexity to the accounts
of how resource wealth and economic development are linked.”
—Financial Times

“A challenging, sophisticated, and important book.”
—Marc Lynch, Foreign Policy

“A brilliant, revisionist argument that places oil companies at the heart of 20th century history—and of the
political and environmental crises we now face … If we’re ever to curb such behaviour, and to regain some
comprehension of our planet’s preciousness, we need first to understand how it came about. Not a book for
the season of indulgence, this one. But one that demands to be widely shared.”
—Susanna Rustin, Guardian

“This study of the basis of modern democracy over the past century connects oil-producing states of the
Middle East with industrial democracies of the West. Mitchell argues that carbon democracy in the West has
been based on the assumption that unlimited oil will produce endless economic growth, and he concludes
that this model cannot survive the exhaustion of these fuels and associated climate change. Tim Mitchell has
written a remarkable book that deserves a wide audience.”
—Mahmood Mamdani, author of Good Muslim, Bad Muslim

“It’s a book that tackles a really big subject, in a sweeping but readable fashion, and after reading it, it’s hard
to imagine thinking about political power the same way again ... This book utterly blew me away.”
—Matt Stoller, Naked Capitalism

“A remarkable account of the politics of oil and nation building in the Middle East.”
—The Herald

About the Author
Timothy Mitchell teaches at Columbia University. His books include Colonising Egypt, Rule of Experts,
and Carbon Democracy.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Melissa Chandler:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys



this particular aren't like that. This Carbon Democracy: Political Power in the Age of Oil book is readable
simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable
reading experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer
involving Carbon Democracy: Political Power in the Age of Oil content conveys thinking easily to
understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just
different available as it. So , do you continue to thinking Carbon Democracy: Political Power in the Age of
Oil is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Shelia Lopez:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Carbon Democracy: Political Power in the Age of Oil your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging each and every word written in a publication then become one type conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get just before. The Carbon Democracy: Political Power in the Age of Oil
giving you a different experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful facts for your
better life on this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind
will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Kori Pierson:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Carbon Democracy: Political Power
in the Age of Oil that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading
practice all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world better then how they react
towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man or woman but for
all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good
habit, you could pick Carbon Democracy: Political Power in the Age of Oil become your own starter.

Anna Humphrey:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you study a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The Carbon Democracy: Political Power in the Age of Oil provide you with a new experience in
examining a book.
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