
Virtual Reality

By Howard Rheingold

Virtual Reality By Howard Rheingold

Imagine being able to "walk" into your computer and interact with any program
you create. It sounds like science fiction, but it's science fact. Surgeons now
rehearse operations on computer-generated "virtual" patients, and architects
"walk through" virtual buildings while the actual structures are still in blueprints.
In Virtual Reality, Howard Rheingold takes us to the front lines of this
revolutionary new technology that creates computer-generated worlds complete
with the sensations of touch and motion, and explores its impact on everything
from entertainment to particle physics.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Reingold, coauthor of Cognitive Connection , contends that VR technology will replace artificial intelligence
as computing's cybernetic frontier. Current reports from Japanese and French VR labs call up ghosts of the
development of the VCR and PC: technologies blazed by American inventiveness but paved to commercial
success by countries with coherent industrial policies. Reingold's attempt to impart, in sentences of almost
100 words, a VR vision of his experiences in the "cybernetic sandbox" will mean little to readers unfamiliar
with the programming problems of VR. Neologisms like "metaplay" and "teledildontics" (sex in a bed of
VR) seem like carny-barker teasers, trivializing potential VR applications in engineering, medicine and
education. A more linear approach to the topic might have better fit Reingold's purposes.
Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
The term "virtual reality" describes the computer-generated simulation of reality with physical, tactile, and
visual dimensions. This interactive technology is used by science and engineering researchers as well as by
the entertainment industry, especially in the form of video games. In this book, Rheingold, editor of Whole
Earth Review , reports on his visits to virtual reality labs in industry and universities around the world. He
describes the eerie experience of using virtual reality systems that can simulate a walk-through of a building
in an architectural graphics program, interviews leading researchers, and speculates on the social and
psychological implications of this technology, in which the artificial world overlaps with reality. He also
highlights the aims of system designers and gives a good sense of the exploratory nature of this research.
Recommended for popular technology and science collections.
- Christopher Jocius, Illinois Mathematics & Science Acad., Aurora
Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From the Publisher
Imagine being able to "walk" into your computer and interact with any program you create. It sounds like
science fiction, but it's science fact. Surgeons now rehearse operations on computer-generated "virtual"
patients, and architects "walk through" virtual buildings while the actual structures are still in blueprints. In
Virtual Reality, Howard Rheingold takes us to the front lines of this revolutionary new technology that
creates computer-generated worlds complete with the sensations of touch and motion, and explores its
impact on everything from entertainment to particle physics.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bobby Griffin:

The ability that you get from Virtual Reality is the more deep you rooting the information that hide in the
words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but
Virtual Reality giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that
can be understood by simply anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough.
This book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go
to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having that Virtual
Reality instantly.



Shawn Martinez:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Virtual Reality publication written by well-
known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who also read the book.
Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own
personal hunger then you still skepticism Virtual Reality as good book but not only by the cover but also
from the content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing
an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you
so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Luann Bowen:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
read a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon. The Virtual
Reality provide you with new experience in looking at a book.

Casey Timmons:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby.
And you know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Virtual Reality.
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