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Despite three decades of preoccupation with development in Africa, the
economies of most African nations are still stagnating or regressing. For most
Africans, incomes are lower than they were two decades ago, health prospects are
poorer, malhourishment is widespread, and infrastructures and social institutions
are breaking down.

An array of factors have been offered to explain the apparent failure of
development in Africa, including the colonia legacy, socia pluralism,
corruption, poor planning and incompetent management, limited in-flow of
foreign capital, and low levels of saving and investment. Aloneor in
combination, these factors are serious impediments to devel opment, but Claude
Ake contends that the problem is not that devel opment has failed, but that it was
never really on the agenda. He maintains that political conditionsin Africaare
the greatest impediment to devel opment.

In this book, Ake traces the evolution and failure of development policies,
including the IMF stabilization programs that have dominated international
efforts. He identifies the root causes of the problem in the authoritarian political
structure of the African states derived from the previous colonial entities. Ake
sketches the alternatives that are struggling to emerge from calamitous failure--
economic development based on traditional agriculture, political development
based on the decentralization of power, and reliance on indigenous communities
that have been providing some measure of refuge from the coercive power of the
central state. Ake's argument may become a new paradigm for development in
Africa
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Despite three decades of preoccupation with development in Africa, the economies of most African nations
are still stagnating or regressing. For most Africans, incomes are lower than they were two decades ago,
health prospects are poorer, malnourishment is widespread, and infrastructures and social institutions are
breaking down.

An array of factors have been offered to explain the apparent failure of development in Africa, including the
colonial legacy, social pluralism, corruption, poor planning and incompetent management, limited in-flow of
foreign capital, and low levels of saving and investment. Alone or in combination, these factors are serious
impediments to development, but Claude Ake contends that the problem is not that development has failed,
but that it was never really on the agenda. He maintains that political conditionsin Africaare the greatest
impediment to development.

In this book, Ake traces the evolution and failure of development policies, including the IMF stabilization
programs that have dominated international efforts. He identifies the root causes of the problem in the
authoritarian political structure of the African states derived from the previous colonial entities. Ake sketches
the aternatives that are struggling to emerge from calamitous failure--economic development based on
traditional agriculture, political development based on the decentralization of power, and reliance on
indigenous communities that have been providing some measure of refuge from the coercive power of the
central state. Ake's argument may become a new paradigm for development in Africa
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
Despite three decades of preoccupations with development in Africa, the economies of most African nations
are till-stagnating or regressing.

About the Author

Claude Akeisdirector of the Centre for Advanced Socia Science in Port Harcourt, Nigeria.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
Kim Gray:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question
mainly because just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it
is correct. Because start from on guarderia until university need this kind of Demaocracy and Development in
Africato read.

Robert Marshall:

The ability that you get from Democracy and Development in Africawill be the more deep you excavating
the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to understand but Democracy and Development in Africagiving you joy feeling of reading. The
article writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by anyone who read that because
the author of this book iswell-known enough. This book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase
well. That makesit easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
highly recommend you for having that Democracy and Development in Africainstantly.

Catherine Hudson:

A lot of people aways spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read any book. It isreally fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long
to reading a book. The book Democracy and Development in Africait doesn't matter what good to read.
There are alot of those who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In the
event you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. Y ou can mQOore



quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses high
quality.

Michael Say:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Democracy and Development in Africa
publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that can be understand
by anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt Democracy and Development in
Africaas good book not just by the cover but also through the content. This is one e-book that can break
don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh
come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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