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A creature of Jewish mythology, a golem is an animated being made by man
from clay and water who knows neither his own strength nor the extent of his
ignorance. Like science and technology, the subjects of Harry Collins and Trevor
Pinch's previous volumes, medicine is also a golem, and this Dr. Golem should
not be blamed for its mistakes—they are, after all, our mistakes. The problem lies
in its well-meaning clumsiness.

Dr. Golem explores some of the mysteries and complexities of medicine while
untangling the inherent conundrums of scientific research and highlighting its
vagaries. Driven by the question of what to do in the face of the fallibility of
medicine, Dr. Golem encourages a more inquisitive attitude toward the
explanations and accounts offered by medical science. In eight chapters devoted
to case studies of modern medicine, Collins and Pinch consider the prevalence of
tonsillectomies, the placebo effect and randomized control trials, bogus doctors,
CPR, the efficacy of Vitamin C in fighting cancer, chronic fatigue syndrome,
AIDS cures, and vaccination. They also examine the tension between the
conflicting faces of medicine: medicine as science versus medicine as a source of
succor; the interests of an individual versus the interests of a group; and the
benefits in the short term versus success rates in the long term. Throughout,
Collins and Pinch remind readers that medical science is an economic as well as
a social consideration, encapsulated for the authors in the timeless struggle to
balance the good health of the many—with vaccinations, for instance—with the
good health of a few—those who have adverse reactions to the vaccine.

In an age when the deaths of research subjects, the early termination of clinical
trials, and the research guidelines for stem cells are front-page news, Dr. Golem
is a timely analysis of the limitations of medicine that never loses sight of its
strengths.
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A creature of Jewish mythology, a golem is an animated being made by man from clay and water who knows
neither his own strength nor the extent of his ignorance. Like science and technology, the subjects of Harry
Collins and Trevor Pinch's previous volumes, medicine is also a golem, and this Dr. Golem should not be
blamed for its mistakes—they are, after all, our mistakes. The problem lies in its well-meaning clumsiness.

Dr. Golem explores some of the mysteries and complexities of medicine while untangling the inherent
conundrums of scientific research and highlighting its vagaries. Driven by the question of what to do in the
face of the fallibility of medicine, Dr. Golem encourages a more inquisitive attitude toward the explanations
and accounts offered by medical science. In eight chapters devoted to case studies of modern medicine,
Collins and Pinch consider the prevalence of tonsillectomies, the placebo effect and randomized control
trials, bogus doctors, CPR, the efficacy of Vitamin C in fighting cancer, chronic fatigue syndrome, AIDS
cures, and vaccination. They also examine the tension between the conflicting faces of medicine: medicine as
science versus medicine as a source of succor; the interests of an individual versus the interests of a group;
and the benefits in the short term versus success rates in the long term. Throughout, Collins and Pinch
remind readers that medical science is an economic as well as a social consideration, encapsulated for the
authors in the timeless struggle to balance the good health of the many—with vaccinations, for
instance—with the good health of a few—those who have adverse reactions to the vaccine.

In an age when the deaths of research subjects, the early termination of clinical trials, and the research
guidelines for stem cells are front-page news, Dr. Golem is a timely analysis of the limitations of medicine
that never loses sight of its strengths.
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Editorial Review
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From reader reviews:

Robbie Stamant:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense
happy read one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Dr. Golem: How to Think about
Medicine is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Evelyn Garcia:

The guide untitled Dr. Golem: How to Think about Medicine is the book that recommended to you to study.
You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you. The language that writer use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of research when write the
book, therefore the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could
possibly get the e-book of Dr. Golem: How to Think about Medicine from the publisher to make you more
enjoy free time.

Ricardo Hamilton:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the entire
day to reading a reserve. The book Dr. Golem: How to Think about Medicine it is quite good to read. There
are a lot of those who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did
not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this
book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses high quality.

Theodore Pritchard:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. That Dr. Golem: How to Think about Medicine can give you a lot of
buddies because by you looking at this one book you have factor that they don't and make you actually more
like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication



offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other make you to
be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have Dr. Golem: How to Think about Medicine.
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