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Amid the soaring grandeur of arches and spires lurks a more down-to-earth
architectural flourish: the grinning head of a gargoyle. Singly and clustered, these
intriguing creatures form as distinctive an element of Gothic architecture as the
flying buttress. Nowhere are they more prominent than along the walls of French
cathedrals, and this magnificently illustrated volume prowls the ramparts of those
medieval buildings to discover hundreds of authentic gargoyle carvings.
According to tradition, the gargoyles were posted as sentries, to ward off
malevolent spirits and to remind parishioners of the evil beyond the church
doors. Author Lester Burbank Bridaham takes a more optimistic view. Noting the
stone guardians' whimsical nature, he discusses the artisanal ingenuity involved
in their creation. He also points out how they represented a rare sense of freedom
in the Middle Ages, in terms of public satire and unbridled artistic enthusiasm.
As this book reveals, the timeless appeal of the gargoyle — whether symbolic,
spiritual, decorative, or fanciful — continues to captivate the imagination.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Beverly Hill:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of The Gargoyle
Book: 572 Examples from Gothic Architecture (Dover Architecture) book as starter and daily reading e-
book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Benjamin Deloatch:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be The Gargoyle Book: 572 Examples from
Gothic Architecture (Dover Architecture) why because the amazing cover that make you consider regarding
the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover.
Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Taylor Becker:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Gargoyle Book: 572 Examples
from Gothic Architecture (Dover Architecture) can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know.
You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Denise Wallis:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book The Gargoyle Book: 572 Examples from Gothic
Architecture (Dover Architecture) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know
that book The Gargoyle Book: 572 Examples from Gothic Architecture (Dover Architecture) has many kinds
or style. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can
read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it



can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like
reading that.
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