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To call something 'monstrueux' in the mid-sixteenth century is, more often than
not, to wonder at its enormous size: it is to call to mind something like a whale.
By the late seventeenth 'monstrueux' is more likely to denote hidden intentions,
unspoken desires. Several shifts are at work in this word history, and in what
Othello calls the 'mighty magic' of monsters; these shifts can be described in a
number of ways. The clearest, and most compelling, is the translation or
migration of the monstrous from natural history to moral philosophy, from
descriptions of creatures found in the external world to the drama of human
motivation, of sexual and political identity.

This interdisciplinary study of monsters and their meanings advances by way of a
series of close readings supported by the exploration of a wide range of texts and
images, from many diverse fields, which all concern themselves with illicit
coupling, unarranged marriages, generic hybridity, and the politics of
monstrosity. Engaging with recent, influential accounts of monstrosity - from
literary critical work (Huet, Greenblatt, Thomson Burnett, Hampton), to histories
of science and 'bio-politics' (Wilson, Ceard, Foucault, Daston and Park,
Agamben) - it focusses on the ways in which monsters give particular force,
colour, and shape to the imagination; the image at its centre is the triangulated
picture of Andromeda, Perseus and the monster, approaching.

The centre of the book's gravity is French culture, but it also explores
Shakespeare, and Italian, German, and Latin culture, as well as the ways in which
the monstrous tales and images of Antiquity were revived across the period, and
survive into our own times.
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To call something 'monstrueux' in the mid-sixteenth century is, more often than not, to wonder at its
enormous size: it is to call to mind something like a whale. By the late seventeenth 'monstrueux' is more
likely to denote hidden intentions, unspoken desires. Several shifts are at work in this word history, and in
what Othello calls the 'mighty magic' of monsters; these shifts can be described in a number of ways. The
clearest, and most compelling, is the translation or migration of the monstrous from natural history to moral
philosophy, from descriptions of creatures found in the external world to the drama of human motivation, of
sexual and political identity.

This interdisciplinary study of monsters and their meanings advances by way of a series of close readings
supported by the exploration of a wide range of texts and images, from many diverse fields, which all
concern themselves with illicit coupling, unarranged marriages, generic hybridity, and the politics of
monstrosity. Engaging with recent, influential accounts of monstrosity - from literary critical work (Huet,
Greenblatt, Thomson Burnett, Hampton), to histories of science and 'bio-politics' (Wilson, Ceard, Foucault,
Daston and Park, Agamben) - it focusses on the ways in which monsters give particular force, colour, and
shape to the imagination; the image at its centre is the triangulated picture of Andromeda, Perseus and the
monster, approaching.

The centre of the book's gravity is French culture, but it also explores Shakespeare, and Italian, German, and
Latin culture, as well as the ways in which the monstrous tales and images of Antiquity were revived across
the period, and survive into our own times.
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Editorial Review

Review
This is a book born of long and deep reflection on its subjects' writings (especially Montaigne's), and attends
to both the tiny stitches of an essay, play or fiction, and to the larger design. As Williams maps the linkages
and the meanings to which they lead, he can listen with a tuner's sensitivity to the internal rhymes in a line of
Racine and to their equivalents in Ted Hughes's rendering, or, zooming out, can give a sweeping overview of
the poliical context. His methods persuasively combine material historicity with some inspiration from
"universal" deconstructionism and psychoanalysis; the results are rich and layered, and show how barren
theoretical purism can be. Marina Warner, Times Literary Supplement

About the Author

Wes Williams was born in Rangoon in 1963; he spent his childhood in India, and his teenage years in
Croydon. He moved to Oxford as student, studied French and German at St John's, and spent two years
studying in Germany (one year in Hamburg, and another in Berlin). He was Fellow in French at New
College for 15 years before moving to his present position at St Edmund Hall. Alongside his academic life,
he also works as a writer and director for the theatre, and in film.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jerry Hernandez:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular
spare time to take a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book eligible
Monsters and their Meanings in Early Modern Culture: Mighty Magic? Maybe it is to get best activity for
you. You understand beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent
than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have different opinion?

Susan Ford:

The book Monsters and their Meanings in Early Modern Culture: Mighty Magic gives you the sense of being
enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get
your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make
reading through a book Monsters and their Meanings in Early Modern Culture: Mighty Magic being your
habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book Monsters and their
Meanings in Early Modern Culture: Mighty Magic. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?



Paul Hardy:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent
all day long to reading a book. The book Monsters and their Meanings in Early Modern Culture: Mighty
Magic it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These
folks were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy
the actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not very
costly but this book possesses high quality.

Daryl Church:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying Monsters and their
Meanings in Early Modern Culture: Mighty Magic that give your fun preference will be satisfied through
reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know
world better then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only
for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who
want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick Monsters and their Meanings in Early Modern
Culture: Mighty Magic become your own personal starter.
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