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This volume brings together Seth Benardete's studies of Hesiod's Theogony,
Homer's lliad, and Greek tragedy, of eleven Platonic dialogues, and Aristotle's
Metaphysics. These essays, some never before published, others difficult to find,
span four decades of hiswork and document itsimpressive range. Benardete's
philosophic reading of the poets and his poetic reading of the philosophers share
a common ground that makes this collection awhole. The key, suggested by his
reflections on Leo Straussin the last piece, liesin the question of how to read
Plato. Benardete's way is characterized not just by careful attention to the literary
form that separates doctrine from dialogue, and speeches from deed; rather, by
following the dynamic of these differences, he uncovers the argument that
belongs to the dialogue as awhole. The "turnaround" such an argument
undergoes bears consequences for understanding the dialogue as radical asthe
conversion of the philosopher in Plato'simage of the cave.

Benardete's original interpretations are the fruits of this discovery of the
"argument of the action.”
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal

This collection of essays by Benardete (classics, New Y ork Univ.) brings together 20 unpublished or
difficult-to-find works covering a period of approximately four decades. Subjects addressed include The
Iliad, Greek tragedy, severa Platonic dialogs ("Timaeus,” "Lysis," "Symposium,” "Phaedo,” and others) and
Aristotle's Metaphysics. The introduction discusses Benardete's approach to hiswork and the manner in
which he carries out his analyses and is a useful preparatory to the essays. For those who have extensive
backgroundsin Greek classics or philosophy, these essays will be of considerable interest and value. They
are not, however, intended for newcomers to these fields of study, as the detail and depth of the analyses are
guite extensive. Benardete is an exceptional writer; hisproseis clear, and the structure of hisdiscussionis
always evident. This collection should be awelcome addition to academic libraries supporting upper
undergraduate or graduate studies in classics or philosophy, particularly since several of the essays have
never before appeared in print.

-Terry C. Skeats, Bishop's Univ. Lib., Lennoxville, Quebec

Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author

Seth Benardete (1930—2001) was professor of classics at New Y ork University. Heisthe author of Plato’s
Laws. The Discovery of Being, and translated Aeschylus' The Persians and The Suppliant Maidens, all
published by The University of Chicago Press.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Glenn Pryor:

The particular book The Argument of the Action: Essays on Greek Poetry and Philosophy will bring that you
the new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the ideais very unique. If you try to
find new book you just read, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Argument of the Action:
Essays on Greek Poetry and Philosophy is much recommended to you you just read. Y ou can also get the e-
book from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Brian Mgjia:

The guide untitled The Argument of the Action: Essays on Greek Poetry and Philosophy is the e-book that
recommended to you to learn. Y ou can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The copy writer was did alot of exploration when write the book, hence the information that they share for
your requirements is absolutely accurate. Y ou also could get the e-book of The Argument of the Action:
Essays on Greek Poetry and Philosophy from the publisher to make you far more enjoy freetime.



Paula Mayo:

The e-book with title The Argument of the Action: Essays on Greek Poetry and Philosophy contains alot of
information that you can discover it. Y ou can get alot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist
new expertise the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world right now. That
isimportant to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you
inside new era of the glowbal growth. Y ou can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.

Darlene Heckart:

That guide can make you to feel relax. Thiskind of book The Argument of the Action: Essays on Greek
Poetry and Philosophy was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
The Argument of the Action: Essays on Greek Poetry and Philosophy has many kinds or variety. Start from
kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the
character on there. So, not at al of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you fedl happy, fun
and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that.
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