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WINNER OF THE KAFKA PRIZE FOR BEST NOVEL BY AN AMERICAN
WOMAN
"One of the great American stories . . . . Gives new luster to the words 'historical
novel' . . . Vastly enjoyable." -- The New York Times
"Exquisitely crafted . . . . A sensitive life study of a truly exceptional woman:
complex, courageous, irresistibly attractive, . . . elegantly self-possessed." --
Cosmopolitan
One of the greatest love stories in Amercian history is also one of the least
known -- and most controversial. Thomas Jefferson, third president of the United
States and author of the Declaration of Independence, had a mistress for thirty-
eight years, whom he loved and lived with until he died -- the beautiful and
elusive quadroon slave, Sally Hemings.
In this brilliant novel, spanning two continents, sixty years, and seven
presidencies, Barbara Chase-Riboud re-creates a love story based on the
documents and the evidence of the day, but gives free rein to the novelist's
imagination. Incredibly written and beautifully evoked, Barbara Chase-Riboud
explores the complex blend of love and hate, tenderness and cruelty, freedom and
bondage, that made the lifelong liaison between Sally Hemings and Thomas
Jefferson one of the most poignant, tragic, and unforgettable chapters in the
history of the races, and of the sexes, in America.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
When this stirring work by Philadelphia-born Paris-based sculptress and historical-fiction writer Barbara
Chase-Riboud first appeared in 1979, it was dismissed by many mainstream historians as "hogwash." But
with DNA evidence proving that Thomas Jefferson, the third president of the United States, did indeed father
at least one child by his black slave mistress, Sally Hemings, Chase-Riboud's book deserves a new read.
With her painstaking eye for research, Chase-Riboud unfolds a complex 19th-century quilt of miscegenation,
denial, hypocrisy, slavery and, yes, love in Virginia. She brings to life Heming's relationship with Martha,
her half-sister and the President's wife on his Monticello estate; Jefferson's seduction of Hemings in Paris
after Martha's death; and his lifelong concubinage of Hemings until his own death, when she and her
offspring were freed. Chase-Riboud avoids the sentimental "tragic-mulatto trap" that other writers have
fallen into when they deal with slave relations by making Hemings not only multidimensional and
believable, but, given late-20th-century political scandals, chillingly contemporary. Along with the novel's
other sub-themes, including black disenfranchisement and the fear of reenslavement, Riboud intimates that
Jefferson-- despite his racist rantings in Notes on the State of Virginia, which Chase-Riboud uses as
epigraphs--may have actually loved this black woman, and that the relationship between Thomas Jefferson
and Sally Hemings was perhaps the clearest example of the American imperative of "seeking a more perfect
union," a controversial portrayal that Chase-Riboud makes plausible with skillfully written prose. --Eugene
Holley Jr.

Review

"Unforgettable...Extremely affecting and poetic." --The New Republic

"An act of great daring...Deeply moving." --Chicago Sun-Times

"Exquisitely crafted...A sensitive life study of a truly exceptional woman: complex, courageous, irresistably
attractive...elegantly self-possessed." --Cosmopolitan

"Sally Hemings is noble and mysterious-a female cult object." --Mary McCarthy

From the Publisher
"One of the great American stories...Vastly enjoyable." --The New York Times

"Unforgettable...Extremely affecting and poetic." --The New Republic

"An act of great daring...Deeply moving." --Chicago Sun-Times

"Exquisitely crafted...A sensitive life study of a truly exceptional woman: complex, courageous, irresistibly
attractive...elegantly self-possessed." --Cosmopolitan

"Sally Hemings is noble and mysterious--a female cult object." --Mary McCarthy

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Glen Thomas:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Sally
Hemings, you may tells your family, friends and also soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire
others, make them reading a book.

Mary Tiller:

Sally Hemings can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away
because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to set every word into
enjoyment arrangement in writing Sally Hemings yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the
hottest and also based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could
drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Steven Ellison:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an effort
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Sally Hemings why because the fantastic cover that
make you consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as
the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Edna Dixon:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that
on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Sally Hemings can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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