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Can films about black characters, produced by white filmmakers, be considered
"black films"? In answering this question, Mark Reid reassesses black film
history, carefully distinguishing between films controlled by blacks and films
that utilize black talent, but are controlled by whites. Previous black film
criticism has "buried" the true black film industry, Reid says, by concentrating on
films that are about, but not by, blacks.

Reid's discussion of black independent films—defined as films that focus on the
black community and that are written, directed, produced, and distributed by
blacks—ranges from the earliest black involvement at the turn of the century up
through the civil rights movement of the Sixties and the recent resurgence of
feminism in black cultural production. His critical assessment of work by some
black filmmakers such as Spike Lee notes how these films avoid dramatizations
of sexism, homophobia, and classism within the black community.

In the area of black commercial film controlled by whites, Reid considers three
genres: African-American comedy, black family film, and black action film. He
points out that even when these films use black writers and directors, a black
perspective rarely surfaces.

Reid's innovative critical approach, which transcends the "black-image" language
of earlier studies—and at the same time redefines black film—makes an
important contribution to film history. Certain to attract film scholars, this work
will also appeal to anyone interested in African-American and Women's Studies.
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Can films about black characters, produced by white filmmakers, be considered "black films"? In answering
this question, Mark Reid reassesses black film history, carefully distinguishing between films controlled by
blacks and films that utilize black talent, but are controlled by whites. Previous black film criticism has
"buried" the true black film industry, Reid says, by concentrating on films that are about, but not by, blacks.

Reid's discussion of black independent films—defined as films that focus on the black community and that
are written, directed, produced, and distributed by blacks—ranges from the earliest black involvement at the
turn of the century up through the civil rights movement of the Sixties and the recent resurgence of feminism
in black cultural production. His critical assessment of work by some black filmmakers such as Spike Lee
notes how these films avoid dramatizations of sexism, homophobia, and classism within the black
community.

In the area of black commercial film controlled by whites, Reid considers three genres: African-American
comedy, black family film, and black action film. He points out that even when these films use black writers
and directors, a black perspective rarely surfaces.

Reid's innovative critical approach, which transcends the "black-image" language of earlier studies—and at
the same time redefines black film—makes an important contribution to film history. Certain to attract film
scholars, this work will also appeal to anyone interested in African-American and Women's Studies.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Provocative and fearlessly ideological . . . destined to be cited, and disputed, by generations of film scholars
to come."--"Library Journal

About the Author

Mark A. Reid is Assistant Professor of English at the University of Florida, Gainesville. He has written
extensively on black cinema.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joni Griffith:

This Redefining Black Film are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The
reason of this Redefining Black Film can be one of many great books you must have is definitely giving you
more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with information that maybe will shock your
earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this Redefining Black Film forcing you to have an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could it useful
in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Ilene Venne:

The publication untitled Redefining Black Film is the guide that recommended to you you just read. You can
see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that article author use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of study when write
the book, to ensure the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-
book of Redefining Black Film from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Stanley Hanson:

Often the book Redefining Black Film has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get
a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research before write
this book. This particular book very easy to read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.

Janice Martin:

You will get this Redefining Black Film by look at the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it
could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various.



Not only by means of written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern
era just like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now,
choose your personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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