
Etiquette & Espionage (Finishing School)

By Gail Carriger

Etiquette & Espionage (Finishing School) By Gail Carriger

It's one thing to learn to curtsy properly. It's quite another to learn to curtsy and
throw a knife at the same time. Welcome to Finishing School.

Fourteen-year-old Sophronia is a great trial to her poor mother. Sophronia is
more interested in dismantling clocks and climbing trees than proper manners--
and the family can only hope that company never sees her atrocious curtsy. Mrs.
Temminnick is desperate for her daughter to become a proper lady. So she
enrolls Sophronia in Mademoiselle Geraldine's Finishing Academy for Young
Ladies of Quality.

But Sophronia soon realizes the school is not quite what her mother might have
hoped. At Mademoiselle Geraldine's, young ladies learn to finish...everything.
Certainly, they learn the fine arts of dance, dress, and etiquette, but the also learn
to deal out death, diversion, and espionage--in the politest possible ways, of
course. Sophronia and her friends are in for a rousing first year's education.

Set in the same world as the Parasol Protectorate, this YA series debut is filled
with all the saucy adventure and droll humor Gail's legions of fans have come to
adore.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Gr 6-9-Sophronia is far from the proper Victorian young lady she is expected to be. She would rather climb,
take apart machinery, and cause a general ruckus than sit for tea and crumpets, making her a blight on her
mother's reputation. She is enrolled in Mademoiselle Geraldine's Finishing Academy for Young Ladies of
Quality to learn proper decorum. But she soon discovers that its students are learning more than a proper
curtsy. The school is a floating airship charged with teaching the skills of espionage. Sophronia is an early
savant of sorts and quickly learns to use her skills to help thwart a fellow student in an attempt to steal a
prototype essential to communications. The author touches on themes of gender identity and racial and social
equality, though they are not developed thoroughly enough to either add to or distract from the story.
Carriger's leading lady is a strong, independent role model for female readers. There is still more to be
learned about the relationships of other characters who are integral to the story, perhaps in a sequel. Ladies
and gentlemen of propriety are combined with dirigibles, robots, werewolves, and vampires, making this
story a steampunk mystery and an adventure mash-up that is sure to intrigue readers who can get past the
language of the time period.-Betsy Davidson, Cortland Free Library, NYα(c) Copyright 2011. Library
Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

From Booklist
*Starred Review* Set 25 years before her Parasol Protectorate series, Carriger’s YA debut brings her mix of
Victorian paranormal steampunk and winning heroines to a whole new audience. After an incident involving
a plummeting dumbwaiter and an airborne trifle, Sophronia is sent to Mademoiselle Geraldine’s Finishing
Academy to learn how to be a proper lady. Their carriage is immediately waylaid by flywaymen looking for
a mysterious prototype—the first of many clues that this academy will not be the dreadful bore Sophronia
expected. Once established at Mademoiselle Geraldine’s (set on a chain of dirigibles!), Sophronia learns that
she is a covert recruit into a school that trains girls to be part assassins, part spies, and also always
fashionable ladies of quality. It’s this last bit she has trouble with; in her self-assigned search for the
prototype, she acquires an illegal mechanimal pet, befriends the boiler room sooties, and avoids both
teachers and mechanicals to explore restricted areas, yet she can’t master curtsying or eyelash fluttering.
While the prototype plot isn’t fully developed, Carriger’s series starter more than makes up for it with
cleverly Victorian methods of espionage, witty banter, lighthearted silliness, and a ship full of intriguingly
quirky people. HIGH-DEMAND BACKSTORY: Carriger has made major waves as a best-selling
steampunker, and the promotion and outreach planned for this YA offshoot should continue that streak.
Grades 9-12. --Krista Hutley

Review

Praise for the New York Times bestselling Etiquette & Espionage:
An ALSC Notable Book for Children
A YALSA Best Fiction for Young Adults Pick
A YALSA Popular Paperback Pick
A Horn Book Summer Reading List Selection

* "Carriger's YA debut brings her mix of Victorian paranormal steampunk and winning heroines to a whole
new audience...with cleverly Victorian methods of espionage, witty banter, lighthearted silliness, and a ship
full of intriguingly quirky people."
?Booklist, starred review

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


* "[A] delightfully madcap espionage adventure..."?Kirkus Reviews, starred review

* "Carriger deploys laugh-out-loud bon mots on nearly every page...Amid all the fun, the author works in
commentary on race and class in a sparkling start to the Finishing School series."
?Publishers Weekly, starred review

* "Carriger's leading lady is a strong, independent role model for female readers... Ladies and gentlemen of
propriety are combined with dirigibles, robots, werewolves, and vampires, making this story a
steampunkmystery and an adventure mash-up that is sure to intrigue readers..."
?School Library Journal, starred review

"Blending intrigue and elements of the school story, Carriger introduces teen readers to a supernatural-
meets-steampunk world full of action and wit."?Horn Book

"If spunky Lady Sybil from Downton Abbey happened onto a steampunk set, she might look a lot like
Sophronia Angelina Temminnick."
?ShelfAwareness

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marc Starr:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Etiquette & Espionage (Finishing School). Try to stumble through book
Etiquette & Espionage (Finishing School) as your friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you
experience alone and beside that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit
your needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every little thing by
the book. So , let me make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Estelle Hicks:

The book untitled Etiquette & Espionage (Finishing School) is the reserve that recommended to you to read.
You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to a person. The language that article author
use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of exploration when
write the book, and so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-
book of Etiquette & Espionage (Finishing School) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Leroy Mallett:

Exactly why? Because this Etiquette & Espionage (Finishing School) is an unordinary book that the inside of
the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you with the secret that inside. Reading
this book next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such awesome way makes the content on
the inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a



lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Lorene Lord:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose
the very best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is known as
of book Etiquette & Espionage (Finishing School). You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving the
printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most crucial that, you
must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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