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One of the greatest African American leaders and one of the most brilliant minds
of his time, Frederick Douglass spoke and wrote with unsurpassed eloquence on
almost all the major issues confronting the American people during his
life—from the abolition of slavery to women’s rights, from the Civil War to
lynching, from American patriotism to black nationalism. Between 1950 and
1975, Philip S. Foner collected the most important of Douglass’s hundreds of
speeches, letters, articles, and editorials into an impressive five-volume set, now
long out of print. Abridged and condensed into one volume, and supplemented
with several important texts that Foner did not include, this compendium presents
the most significant, insightful, and elegant short works of Douglass’s massive
oeuvre.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Taylor (I Was Born a Slave: An Anthology of Classic Slave Narratives), an editor at Lawrence Hill, serves
readers and libraries well by adapting and abridging Foner's acclaimed The Life and Writings of Frederick
Douglass, Vols. 1-5 (International Publishers, 1950-1975). As the text shows, Douglass's language, intellect,
and humanity create a compelling narrative of 19th-century America. On display here are his ideas about
abolitionism, feminism, electoral politics, and peace, as well as family, religion, literature, and economics.
Although Taylor does not always provide thorough citations, this much of Douglass's work is not available
elsewhere in such an affordable volume. Recommended for public and academic libraries.ASherri Barnes,
Ventura, CA
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

“[This collection] puts all America under deep obligation. . . . The figure of a great man rises from [this
volume].” —W. E. B. Du Bois, author, The Souls of Black Folk

“An outstanding contribution to the social history of the Negro in the United States.” —E. Franklin Frazier,
author, Black Bourgeoisie

“[An] evident outcome of great labor and love, [this book] is a monumental piece of historical scholarship,
contributing as much to vital aspects of American history as to the documentary portraiture of the nineteenth
century’s greatest American Negro.” —Alain Locke, editor of The New Negro

“A veritable treasure house of historical information.” —Benjamin Quarles, author of The Negro in the
American Revolution and Frederick Douglass

About the Author

Philip S. Foner wrote and edited more than 100 books, including The Black Panthers Speak, The History of
Black Americans, and the 10-volume The History of the Labor Movement in the United States. Yuval Taylor
edited I Was Born a Slave: An Anthology of Classic Slave Narratives; as editor of Lawrence Hill Books, he
directs the Library of Black America series. He lives in Chicago.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sandra Lowe:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Frederick Douglass: Selected Speeches



and Writings (The Library of Black America series) book since this book offers you rich data and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Ella McCoy:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Frederick Douglass: Selected Speeches and
Writings (The Library of Black America series) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Tara Payton:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Frederick Douglass: Selected Speeches and Writings
(The Library of Black America series) as the daily resource information.

Billie Gallagher:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Frederick Douglass: Selected Speeches
and Writings (The Library of Black America series) guide written by well-known writer who really knows
well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still
skepticism Frederick Douglass: Selected Speeches and Writings (The Library of Black America series) as
good book not merely by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book
by its deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your
reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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