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Many nations define themselves in terms of territory or people; China defines
itself in terms of history. Taking into account the country's unrivaled, voluminous
tradition of history writing, John Keay has composed a vital and illuminating
overview of the nation's complex and vivid past. Keay's authoritative history
examines 5,000 years in China, from the time of the Three Dynasties through
Chairman Mao and the current economic transformation of the country. Crisp,
judicious, and engaging, China is the classic single-volume history for anyone
seeking to understand the present and future of this immensely powerful nation.
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Many nations define themselves in terms of territory or people; China defines itself in terms of history.
Taking into account the country's unrivaled, voluminous tradition of history writing, John Keay has
composed a vital and illuminating overview of the nation's complex and vivid past. Keay's authoritative
history examines 5,000 years in China, from the time of the Three Dynasties through Chairman Mao and the
current economic transformation of the country. Crisp, judicious, and engaging, China is the classic single-
volume history for anyone seeking to understand the present and future of this immensely powerful nation.
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Editorial Review

Review

Library Journal
“Without sacrificing substance for brevity, Keay manages to illustrate China’s history very much as a
narrative... Readers already interested in, or wishing newly to embark upon, Chinese history will adore this
book. Highly recommended.”

Philadelphia Inquirer
“China: A History marks a welcome advance… [Keay’s] touch is deft and faithful to the tenor of the debates,
especially those between archaeologists and literary scholars.”

About the Author

John Keay is a former special correspondent for the Economist and contributes regularly to the Sunday
Telegraph, Times Higher Educational Supplement, and the Literary Review. His past books include the best-
selling India: A History. He lives in Argyll, Scotland.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kevin Santiago:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This China: A History is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this
era.

Peter Wright:

China: A History can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that
straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to
place every word into delight arrangement in writing China: A History nevertheless doesn't forget the main
level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

Ruth Michel:

You can spend your free time to study this book this guide. This China: A History is simple to deliver you
can read it in the area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the



printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save often the book in
your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Eugene Brown:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This China: A History can be the
answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading
in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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