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In this book, France's leading medical anthropologist takes on one of the most
tragic stories of the global AIDS crisis—the failure of the ANC government to
stem the tide of the AIDS epidemic in South Africa. Didier Fassin traces the deep
roots of the AIDS crisis to apartheid and, before that, to the colonial period.

One person in ten is infected with HIV in South Africa, and President Thabo
Mbeki has initiated a global controversy by funding questionable medical
research, casting doubt on the benefits of preventing mother-to-child
transmission, and embracing dissidents who challenge the viral theory of AIDS.
Fassin contextualizes Mbeki's position by sensitively exploring issues of race and
genocide that surround this controversy. Basing his discussion on vivid
ethnographical data collected in the townships of Johannesburg, he passionately
demonstrates that the unprecedented epidemiological crisis in South Africa is a
demographic catastrophe as well as a human tragedy, one that cannot be
understood without reference to the social history of the country, in particular to
institutionalized racial inequality as the fundamental principle of government
during the past century.
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In this book, France's leading medical anthropologist takes on one of the most tragic stories of the global
AIDS crisis—the failure of the ANC government to stem the tide of the AIDS epidemic in South Africa.
Didier Fassin traces the deep roots of the AIDS crisis to apartheid and, before that, to the colonial period.

One person in ten is infected with HIV in South Africa, and President Thabo Mbeki has initiated a global
controversy by funding questionable medical research, casting doubt on the benefits of preventing mother-
to-child transmission, and embracing dissidents who challenge the viral theory of AIDS. Fassin
contextualizes Mbeki's position by sensitively exploring issues of race and genocide that surround this
controversy. Basing his discussion on vivid ethnographical data collected in the townships of Johannesburg,
he passionately demonstrates that the unprecedented epidemiological crisis in South Africa is a demographic
catastrophe as well as a human tragedy, one that cannot be understood without reference to the social history
of the country, in particular to institutionalized racial inequality as the fundamental principle of government
during the past century.
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Editorial Review

Review

“This ethnography is comprehensive and nuanced in its approach. . . . Fassin’s ethnography is ambitious and
provocative. It is recommended to anyone interested in exploring how the past critically shapes the present
characterization of AIDS in South Africa.”
(Marisa Macari Journal Of Biosocial Science 2009-02-13)

From the Inside Flap

"Didier Fassin makes a compelling case against behaviorist approaches that dominate AIDS research. Using
a vivid mosaic of public controversies and ethnographic vignettes, Fassin works through the controversial
denials of South African President Thabo Mbeki and the precautionary policies of his Health Ministers
within histories of apartheid, epidemics which justified segregation, and secret biological warfare plans of
Project Coast, as well as wider battles over the ethical protocols of AIDS testing and widening inequalities.
Fassin writes with compassion and deep moral inquietude."—Michael M.J. Fischer, author of Emergent
Forms of Life and the Anthropological Voice

"When Bodies Remember is an extraordinary exercise in counterpoint between the disquieting politics and
the subjective experience of AIDS in South Africa. Didier Fassin deftly leads his readers into the 'heart of
darkness' that we may comprehend this monstrous tragedy, literally unspeakable for so many, as one that
touches our shared humanity. He insists that recognition of inequality rather than difference, and of
embodied history rather than culture, are the keys to overcoming indifference, inciting in its place moral
outrage and action. This brilliant, sensitive ethnography should be read by everyone who cares about the
kind of world we live in."—Margaret Lock, author of Twice Dead: Organ Transplants and the Reinvention
of Death

"A gracefully written and politically astute account of one of the world's greatest AIDS tragedies, the arrival
of a full-blown AIDS epidemic in South Africa on the cusp of political victory and jubilation over the end of
apartheid. The cultural and political logic of President Mbeki's refusal to accept the international public
health model of the virus and his pursuit of an alternative explanation of the epidemic is given a fair and just
hearing by France's leading critical medical anthropologist."—Nancy Scheper-Hughes, author of Death
without Weeping

"This is a remarkable book. As Fassin dissects the deadly powers of today, he also unrelentingly looks for
human alternatives to turn the AIDS tragedy around. Multi-layered and deeply moving, When Bodies
Remember sets new standards for anthropological theory in the 21st century. The book's interpretive care and
hope will stay with you in times to come."—João Biehl, author of Vita: Life in a Zone of Social
Abandonment

About the Author

Didier Fassin is Professor of Sociology at the University of Paris North and Director of Studies in
Anthropology at the École des hautes études en sciences sociales in Paris. He is the Director of CRESP
(Centre de recherche sur les enjeux contemporains en santé publique) and, until 2003, was vice president of



Doctors without Borders. Among his books are Pouvoir et maladie en Afrique, L'espace politique de la
santé, Les enjeux politiques de la santé, Des maux indicibles and Faire de la santé publique.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Percy Cole:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot
of new info. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of several ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
When Bodies Remember: Experiences and Politics of AIDS in South Africa (California Series in Public
Anthropology), you could tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can
inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

Joan Beverly:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
When Bodies Remember: Experiences and Politics of AIDS in South Africa (California Series in Public
Anthropology) the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that
maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a
reserve then become one application form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get prior to. The
When Bodies Remember: Experiences and Politics of AIDS in South Africa (California Series in Public
Anthropology) giving you another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful
information for your better life on this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern this is your body
and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning an activity. Do you want
to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

April Brooks:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting When Bodies Remember:
Experiences and Politics of AIDS in South Africa (California Series in Public Anthropology) that give your
pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as
the means for people to know world far better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said
constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be
success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you are able to pick
When Bodies Remember: Experiences and Politics of AIDS in South Africa (California Series in Public
Anthropology) become your current starter.



Phyllis Walters:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. That When Bodies Remember: Experiences and Politics of AIDS
in South Africa (California Series in Public Anthropology) can give you a lot of pals because by you
investigating this one book you have issue that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person.
This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that
probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great men and
women. So , why hesitate? Let us have When Bodies Remember: Experiences and Politics of AIDS in South
Africa (California Series in Public Anthropology).
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