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Alan Gewirth's Reason and Morality, in which he set forth the Principle of
Generic Consistency, is a major work of modern ethical theory that, though much
debated and highly respected, has yet to gain full acceptance. Deryck Beyleveld
contends that this resistance stems from misunderstanding of the method and
logical operations of Gewirth's central argument. In this book Beyleveld seeks to
remedy this deficiency. His rigorous reconstruction of Gewirth's argument gives
its various parts their most compelling formulation and clarifies its essential
logical structure.

Beyleveld then classifies all the criticisms that Gewirth's argument has received
and measures them against his reconstruction of the argument. The overall result
is an immensely rich picture of the argument, in which all of its complex issues
and key moves are clearly displayed and its validity can finally be discerned.

The comprehensiveness of Beyleveld's treatment provides ready access to the
entire debate surrounding the foundational argument of Reason and Morality. It
will be required reading for all who are interested in Gewirth's theory and
deontological ethics and will be of central importance to moral and legal
theorists.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Gewirth alleges that because rejecting the Principle of Generic Consistency (PGC) necessarily leads to self-
contradiction, it is a rationally justified basis for the morality of every actual or prospective agent. Beyleveld
begins by explaining the principle's three parts: that an agent's freedom and well-being are his necessary
goods; that he has a right to these goods; and that all other prospective agents have these rights. He then
twice summarizes Gewirth's argument to emphasize different main features. Thereafter, he examines 66
objections to it, some in multiple versions. Finally, he summarizes his discussion of the objections and
explains why he affirms the PGC. Beyleveld's thoroughness, his clear and acute analyses, and his forceful
argument contribute significantly to understanding an important issue in moral philosophy. For specialized
collections.
- Robert Hoffman, York Coll., CUNY
Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author

Deryck Beyleveld is Reader in the Philosophy of Law, Centre for Socio-Legal Studies, at the University of
Sheffield. He is the co-author of Law as a Moral Judgment.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carol Rodgers:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How many people to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Dialectical Necessity of
Morality: An Analysis and Defense of Alan Gewirth's Argument to the Principle of Generic Consistency
book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

William Watts:

This The Dialectical Necessity of Morality: An Analysis and Defense of Alan Gewirth's Argument to the
Principle of Generic Consistency are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The key
reason why of this The Dialectical Necessity of Morality: An Analysis and Defense of Alan Gewirth's
Argument to the Principle of Generic Consistency can be one of the great books you must have is definitely
giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you with information that might be will shock your
previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Dialectical Necessity of Morality: An
Analysis and Defense of Alan Gewirth's Argument to the Principle of Generic Consistency forcing you to
have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we



understand it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Dorothy Betancourt:

The e-book untitled The Dialectical Necessity of Morality: An Analysis and Defense of Alan Gewirth's
Argument to the Principle of Generic Consistency is the publication that recommended to you to see. You
can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you. The language that writer use to explained
their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of analysis when write the
book, and so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-
book of The Dialectical Necessity of Morality: An Analysis and Defense of Alan Gewirth's Argument to the
Principle of Generic Consistency from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Walter Knight:

This The Dialectical Necessity of Morality: An Analysis and Defense of Alan Gewirth's Argument to the
Principle of Generic Consistency is great guide for you because the content and that is full of information for
you who all always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it data
accurately using great manage word or we can point out no rambling sentences included. So if you are read
that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but
tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The Dialectical Necessity of Morality:
An Analysis and Defense of Alan Gewirth's Argument to the Principle of Generic Consistency in your hand
like getting the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you
world within ten or fifteen minute right but this publication already do that. So , this really is good reading
book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?
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