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By the time the phrase "graphic design” first appeared in print in 1922, design
professionalsin America had already created a discipline combining visual art
with mass communication. In this book, Ellen Mazur Thomson examines for the
first time the early development of the graphic design profession. It has been
thought that graphic design emerged as a profession only when European
modernism arrived in Americain the 1930s, yet Thomson shows that the practice
of graphic design began much earlier. Shortly after the Civil War, when the
mechanization of printing and reproduction technology transformed mass
communication, new design practices emerged. Thomson investigates the
development of these practices from 1870 to 1920, atime when designers came
to recognize common interests and create for themselves a professional identity.

What did the earliest designers do, and how did they learn to do it? What did they
call themselves? How did they organize them-selves and their work? Drawing on
an array of origina period documents, the author explores design activitiesin the
printing, type founding, advertising, and publishing industries, setting the early
history of graphic design in the context of American socia history.
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Thomson examines for the first time the early development of the graphic design profession. It has been
thought that graphic design emerged as a profession only when European modernism arrived in Americain
the 1930s, yet Thomson shows that the practice of graphic design began much earlier. Shortly after the Civil
War, when the mechanization of printing and reproduction technology transformed mass communication,
new design practices emerged. Thomson investigates the development of these practices from 1870 to 1920,
atime when designers came to recognize common interests and create for themselves a professional identity.

What did the earliest designers do, and how did they learn to do it? What did they call themselves? How did
they organize them-selves and their work? Drawing on an array of origina period documents, the author
explores design activities in the printing, type founding, advertising, and publishing industries, setting the
early history of graphic design in the context of American social history.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Ellen Mazur Thomson is an independent scholar.
Users Review

From reader reviews:

Thomas M elendez:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guysthis
specific aren't like that. This The Origins of Graphic Design in America, 1870-1920 book is readable by
means of you who hate those perfect word style. Y ou will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The
writer regarding The Origins of Graphic Design in America, 1870-1920 content conveys objective easily to
understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different in the form of it. So, do you nonetheless thinking The Origins of Graphic Design in America,
1870-1920 is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Stacey Ryan:

The guide untitled The Origins of Graphic Design in America, 1870-1920 is the book that recommended to
you to learn. Y ou can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that
article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was
did alot of research when write the book, so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate.

Y ou also might get the e-book of The Origins of Graphic Design in America, 1870-1920 from the publisher
to make you more enjoy freetime.

Linda Wood:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled The Origins
of Graphic Design in America, 1870-1920 your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each word
written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get just
before. The The Origins of Graphic Design in America, 1870-1920 giving you one more experience more
than blown away your head but also giving you useful detailsfor your better life within this era. So now let
us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are
finished reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time
activity?



Christopher Hartwick:

With this erawhich is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It isjust simple solution to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get alook at some books. One of many booksin the
top listing in your reading list is definitely The Origins of Graphic Design in America, 1870-1920. This book
which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking
upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.
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