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Magic is arguably the least understood subject in anthropology today. Exotic and
fascinating, it offers us a glimpse into another world but it also threatens to
undermine the foundations of anthropology due to its supposed irrational and
non-scientific nature. Magic has thus often been 'explained away' by social or
psychological reduction. The Anthropology of Magic redresses the balance and
brings magic, as an aspect of consciousness, into focus through the use of classic
texts and cutting-edge research.

Taking a new approach to some perennial topics in anthropology?such as
shamanism, mythology, witchcraft, and healing?the book raises crucial
theoretical and methodological issues to provide the reader with an engaging and
critical understanding of the dynamics of magic.
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Magic is arguably the least understood subject in anthropology today. Exotic and fascinating, it offers us a
glimpse into another world but it also threatens to undermine the foundations of anthropology due to its
supposed irrational and non-scientific nature. Magic has thus often been 'explained away' by social or
psychological reduction. The Anthropology of Magic redresses the balance and brings magic, as an aspect of
consciousness, into focus through the use of classic texts and cutting-edge research.

Taking a new approach to some perennial topics in anthropology?such as shamanism, mythology, witchcraft,
and healing?the book raises crucial theoretical and methodological issues to provide the reader with an
engaging and critical understanding of the dynamics of magic.
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Editorial Review

Review

“This book invites students of anthropology on a journey of discovery both academic and personal.
Greenwood gently persuades that 'magic' is capable of rigorous analytic treatment, while also giving them
the tools to begin doing this themselves. She provides a clear, systematic and attractive approach to complex
and difficult issues.” ?Professor Geoffrey Samuel, University of Cardiff

“The Anthropology of Magic is an exceptional book. Written by an ethnographer who is simultaneously a
scholar and a practitioner of magic, it explores academic debates about the history and nature of magic and
reveals what magical practitioners say and do. The language sparkles with inner knowing and outer
sophistication.” ?Barbara Tedlock, Distinguished Professor, Department of Anthropology, State University
of New York at Buffalo.

About the Author

Susan Greenwood is Visiting Senior Research Fellow at University of Sussex.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eleanor Hayes:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled The Anthropology of Magic. Try to stumble through book The
Anthropology of Magic as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel alone
and beside those of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book
makes you a lot more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we need to make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

Guadalupe Leatherman:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider if
those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen in you if you take The Anthropology of Magic as your daily resource information.



Mary Diaz:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping The Anthropology of Magic
that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over the
world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react to the
world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky individual but for all of you
who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you can
pick The Anthropology of Magic become your starter.

Frances Fortier:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very important
as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your current teacher
or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book. A substantial number of sorts of
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this The Anthropology of Magic.
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