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Victorian Britain, with its maritime economy and strong links between
government and scientific enterprises, founded an office to collect meteorological
statistics in 1854 in an effort to foster a modern science of the weather. But as the
office turned to prediction rather than data collection, the fragile science became
a public spectacle, with its forecasts open to daily scrutiny in the newspapers.
And meteorology came to assume a pivotal role in debates about the
responsibility of scientists and the authority of science.

Studying meteorology as a means to examine the historical identity of prediction,
Katharine Anderson offers here an engrossing account of forecasting that
analyzes scientific practice and ideas about evidence, the organization of science
in public life, and the articulation of scientific values in Victorian culture. In
Predicting the Weather, Anderson grapples with fundamental questions about the
function, intelligibility, and boundaries of scientific work while exposing the
public expectations that shaped the practice of science during this period.

A cogent analysis of the remarkable history of weather forecasting in Victorian
Britain, Predicting the Weather will be essential reading for scholars interested in
the public dimensions of science.
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Victorian Britain, with its maritime economy and strong links between government and scientific enterprises,
founded an office to collect meteorological statistics in 1854 in an effort to foster a modern science of the
weather. But as the office turned to prediction rather than data collection, the fragile science became a public
spectacle, with its forecasts open to daily scrutiny in the newspapers. And meteorology came to assume a
pivotal role in debates about the responsibility of scientists and the authority of science.

Studying meteorology as a means to examine the historical identity of prediction, Katharine Anderson offers
here an engrossing account of forecasting that analyzes scientific practice and ideas about evidence, the
organization of science in public life, and the articulation of scientific values in Victorian culture. In
Predicting the Weather, Anderson grapples with fundamental questions about the function, intelligibility,
and boundaries of scientific work while exposing the public expectations that shaped the practice of science
during this period.

A cogent analysis of the remarkable history of weather forecasting in Victorian Britain, Predicting the
Weather will be essential reading for scholars interested in the public dimensions of science.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Engaging and enlightening. . . . Anderson's portrait of Victorian meteorology is delicately and deftly drawn,
enlivened by well-chosen examples and illustrations. As one might expect of a study of the British and their
weather, it penetrates into the oddest crannies of the culture, from insurance companies to Hardy's novels."
(Lorraine Daston London Review of Books 2005-11-03)

"This is an excellent book, written in an accessible fashion with many interesting stories surrounding the
trials and tribulations of pioneering scientists. These stories are also richly sourced, providing factual and
historical significance. . . . Weather enthusiasts at all levels will benefit from reading this book.—Mace
Bentley, Weatherwise
(Mace Bentley Weatherwise)

"By showing how much culture went into the making of Victorian meteorology, Anderson has made a major
contribution to our understanding of how the Victorians themselves understood the cultural place of their
science."
(Iwan Rhys Morus Nuncius)

"Anderson provides a fuller portrait of the period when meteorology became institutionalzed than has
previously been available. . . . An engaging and convincing portrait of the lively Victorian debates over the
weather."
(Sarah Dry Historical Studies in the Physical and Biological Sciences)

"Anderson has written an innovative and impressively wide-ranging cultural history of studies of the British
weather."
(Robert W. Smith Victorian Studies)

About the Author

Katharine Anderson is associate professor in the science and society program at York University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stephen Hill:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Predicting the Weather: Victorians and the Science of Meteorology.
Try to make the book Predicting the Weather: Victorians and the Science of Meteorology as your close
friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you really feel alone and beside that course make you
smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you much more confidence
because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we should make new experience and knowledge
with this book.



Elijah McWhorter:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to
you personally is Predicting the Weather: Victorians and the Science of Meteorology this reserve consist a
lot of the information from the condition of this world now. That book was represented so why is the world
has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer
made some exploration when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of you.

Mary Jones:

Beside this particular Predicting the Weather: Victorians and the Science of Meteorology in your phone, it
could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you
might got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in
narrow commune. It is good thing to have Predicting the Weather: Victorians and the Science of
Meteorology because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes have
book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand.
The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still
want to miss it? Find this book as well as read it from now!

Sharon Edwards:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see colorful images on
there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that on this
time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Predicting the Weather: Victorians and the Science of Meteorology can make you truly feel
more interested to read.
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