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In this accessible and illuminating study of how the science of mathematics
developed, a veteran math researcher and educator looks at the ways in which 
our evolutionary makeup is both a help and a hindrance to the study of math.

Artstein chronicles the discovery of important mathematical connections between
mathematics and the real world from ancient times to the present. The author
then describes some of the contemporary applications of mathematics—in
probability theory, in the study of human behavior, and in combination with
computers, which give mathematics unprecedented power.

The author concludes with an insightful discussion of why mathematics, for most
people, is so frustrating. He argues that the rigorous logical structure of math
goes against the grain of our predisposed ways of thinking as shaped by
evolution, presumably because the talent needed to cope with logical
mathematics gave the human race as a whole no evolutionary advantage. With
this in mind, he offers ways to overcome these innate impediments in the
teaching of math.
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In this accessible and illuminating study of how the science of mathematics developed, a veteran math
researcher and educator looks at the ways in which  our evolutionary makeup is both a help and a hindrance
to the study of math.

Artstein chronicles the discovery of important mathematical connections between mathematics and the real
world from ancient times to the present. The author then describes some of the contemporary applications of
mathematics—in probability theory, in the study of human behavior, and in combination with computers,
which give mathematics unprecedented power.

The author concludes with an insightful discussion of why mathematics, for most people, is so frustrating.
He argues that the rigorous logical structure of math goes against the grain of our predisposed ways of
thinking as shaped by evolution, presumably because the talent needed to cope with logical mathematics
gave the human race as a whole no evolutionary advantage. With this in mind, he offers ways to overcome
these innate impediments in the teaching of math.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Zvi Artstein is the Hettie H. Heineman Professor of Mathematics at The Weizmann Institute of Science,
where he has worked for over thirty-eight years as a scientist, a teacher, and an administrator. He is the
author of more than 120 scientific articles published in peer-reviewed journals.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Sanchez:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try
out look for book, may be the publication untitled Mathematics and the Real World: The Remarkable Role of
Evolution in the Making of Mathematics can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Garland Thorpe:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Mathematics and the Real World: The Remarkable
Role of Evolution in the Making of Mathematics, it is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right,
you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still
don't understand it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Rosalind Huffman:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several
books in the top listing in your reading list is actually Mathematics and the Real World: The Remarkable
Role of Evolution in the Making of Mathematics. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can
get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upward and review this guide you can get
many advantages.



Clyde Connell:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This book Mathematics and the Real World: The Remarkable Role of
Evolution in the Making of Mathematics was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add
your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading
a book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era
like right now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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