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Examines the early works of German-Jewish political philosopher Leo Strauss
(1899–1973).

Praised as a major political thinker of the twentieth century and vilified as the
putative godfather of contemporary neoconservatism, Leo Strauss (1899–1973)
has been the object of heated controversy both in the United States and abroad.
This book offers a more balanced appraisal by focusing on Strauss’s early
writings. By means of a close and comprehensive study of these texts, David
Janssens reconstructs the genesis of Strauss’s thought from its earliest beginnings
until his emigration to the United States in 1937. He discusses the first stages in
Strauss’s grappling with the “theological-political problem,” from his doctoral
dissertation on Friedrich Heinrich Jacobi to his contributions to Zionist
periodicals, from his groundbreaking study of Spinoza’s critique of religion to his
research on Moses Mendelssohn, and from his rediscovery of medieval Jewish
and Islamic philosophy to his research on Hobbes. Throughout, Janssens traces
Strauss’s rediscovery of the Socratic way of life as a viable alternative to both
modern philosophy and revealed religion.

“…the best attempt to date to make sense of the early Strauss and trace the
development of his thought on the relation between religion, politics, and
philosophy.” — Review of Politics

“In revising and enlarging a book that was originally written and published in
Dutch for Europeans, the author has done a good job of addressing himself and
his account to Americans. This is a major and serious scholarly contribution to
the vibrant ongoing study and interpretation of Strauss’s thought. It adds a whole
new dimension to the discussion of Strauss and will greatly deepen and broaden
the understanding of him in the English-speaking world.” — Thomas L. Pangle,
author of Leo Strauss: An Introduction to His Thought and Intellectual Legacy

“An extremely helpful introduction to the major themes of Strauss’s thought for
both students and scholars, as well as a compelling demonstration of the light his
early European work sheds on the themes of his more familiar American work.”
—  Nathan Tarcov, author of Locke’s Education for Liberty
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Richey:

The book Between Athens and Jerusalem: Philosophy, Prophecy, and Politics in Leo Strauss's Early Thought
(Suny Series in the Thought and Legacy of Leo Strauss) can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book Between Athens and Jerusalem:
Philosophy, Prophecy, and Politics in Leo Strauss's Early Thought (Suny Series in the Thought and Legacy
of Leo Strauss)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can
give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or
details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Between Athens
and Jerusalem: Philosophy, Prophecy, and Politics in Leo Strauss's Early Thought (Suny Series in the
Thought and Legacy of Leo Strauss) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for
you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Joseph Thomas:

The book with title Between Athens and Jerusalem: Philosophy, Prophecy, and Politics in Leo Strauss's
Early Thought (Suny Series in the Thought and Legacy of Leo Strauss) includes a lot of information that you
can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist new understanding
the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important
to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with new era of
the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you
want.

Louise Hacker:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Between Athens and Jerusalem: Philosophy,
Prophecy, and Politics in Leo Strauss's Early Thought (Suny Series in the Thought and Legacy of Leo
Strauss) e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be understand
by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question Between Athens and Jerusalem:
Philosophy, Prophecy, and Politics in Leo Strauss's Early Thought (Suny Series in the Thought and Legacy
of Leo Strauss) as good book not simply by the cover but also with the content. This is one publication that
can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh
come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth
sense.



Jewel Williams:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Between Athens and Jerusalem:
Philosophy, Prophecy, and Politics in Leo Strauss's Early Thought (Suny Series in the Thought and Legacy
of Leo Strauss) can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
publications have than the others?
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