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Now in its second edition, this innovative look at the history of graphic design
explores its evolution from the 19th century to the present day. Author Stephen J.
Eskilson demonstrates how a new era began for design arts under the influence of
Victorian reformers, tracing the emergence of modernist design styles in the early
20th century, and examining the wartime politicization of regional styles. Richly
contextualized chapters chronicle the history of the Bauhaus and the rise of the
International Style in the 1950s and '60s, and the postmodern movement of the
1970s and '80s. The book's final chapter looks at current trends in graphic design,
with in-depth discussions of grunge, comic book, and graffiti aesthetics;
historicism and appropriation; and the influence of technology, web design, and
motion graphics.

The second edition features over 80 new images, revised text throughout, a new
chapter on 19th-century design, and expanded sections on critical topics
including the Swiss Style, Postmodernism, and contemporary design.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This newly-updated edition adds over eighty new images and revised text, making this an even more
essential reference for designers as well as art historians."—Publisher's Weekly, Starred Review
(Publisher's Weekly)

"Art historian Eskilson has created a uniquely comprehensive, discerning, and vital history. . . . Eye-opening
on many levels."
—Booklist
(Booklist)

"Eskilson looks at design from the art perspective more than the others do, which is valuable because design
does indeed intersect with art movements."—Steven Heller, New York Times Book Review (Steven Heller
NYTBR)

"Eskilson . . . scrupulously tells the history of graphic design, beginning with the printing of the Gutenberg
Bible to today's digital design-it-yourself pages on social-networking Web sites. What makes this history
'new' is the author's focus on the role that technology has played, for better or worse, in the evolution of
design style."—Lisa Rossi, Wall Street Journal
(Lisa Rossi Wall Street Journal)

"[Eskilson] has done excellent work synthesizing a vast range of secondary literature on the history of
graphic design; he has done an even stronger job amassing a body of rich, engrossing, and often surprising
visual material presented via top-quality reproductions. . . . Through that mix of established landmarks and
fresh finds from the archive, Eskilson goes far in enlarging the history of graphic design. . . . Anyone with a
serious design library should consider acquiring Eskilson's new history. It will serve as a reliable reference
and a fruitful compendium of visual ideas."—Ellen Lupton, I.D. International Design Magazine
(Ellen Lupton I.D.)

“This second edition is one of the best accounts of the history of graphic design from the late 19th century to
the present currently published in English.”—Choice
(S. Skaggs Choice 2013-08-19)

About the Author
Stephen J. Eskilson is associate professor of art at Eastern Illinois University. He is coauthor of Frames of
Reference: Art History and the World and publishes frequently on contemporary art and design.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Alfaro:

Here thing why this kind of Graphic Design: A New History are different and reliable to be yours. First of all
reading through a book is good but it depends in the content than it which is the content is as tasty as food or



not. Graphic Design: A New History giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any e-
book out there but there is no book that similar with Graphic Design: A New History. It gives you thrill
reading through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world
which is probably can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in
your technique home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the
form of Graphic Design: A New History in e-book can be your option.

Teresa Howard:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This Graphic Design: A New History book is readable by means of you
who hate the straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer associated
with Graphic Design: A New History content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different available as it. So , do you even
now thinking Graphic Design: A New History is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Paul Tirrell:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with
may doesn't work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be Graphic Design: A New History why because the
fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or
content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to
pick up this book.

Gene Lyons:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news. In
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for the
Graphic Design: A New History when you desired it?
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