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A professional TV writer's real-world guide to getting paid to write great
television

Everyone watches television, and everyone has an opinion on what makes good
TV. But, as Alex Epstein shows in this invaluable guide, writing for television is
a highly specific craft that requires knowledge, skill, and more than a few
insider's tricks.

Epstein, a veteran TV writer and show creator himself, provides essential
knowledge about the entire process of television writing, both for beginners and
for professionals who want to go to the next level. Crafty TV Writing explains
how to decode the hidden structure of a TV series. It describes the best ways to
generate a hook, write an episode, create characters the audience will never tire
of, construct entertaining dialogue, and use humor. It shows how to navigate the
tough but rewarding television industry, from writing your first "spec" script, to
getting hired to work on a show, to surviving--even thriving--if you get fired.
And it illuminates how television writers think about the shows they're writing,
whether they're working in comedy, drama, or "reality."

Fresh, funny, and informed, Crafty TV Writing is the essential guide to writing
for and flourishing in the world of television.
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A professional TV writer's real-world guide to getting paid to write great television

Everyone watches television, and everyone has an opinion on what makes good TV. But, as Alex Epstein
shows in this invaluable guide, writing for television is a highly specific craft that requires knowledge, skill,
and more than a few insider's tricks.

Epstein, a veteran TV writer and show creator himself, provides essential knowledge about the entire process
of television writing, both for beginners and for professionals who want to go to the next level. Crafty TV
Writing explains how to decode the hidden structure of a TV series. It describes the best ways to generate a
hook, write an episode, create characters the audience will never tire of, construct entertaining dialogue, and
use humor. It shows how to navigate the tough but rewarding television industry, from writing your first
"spec" script, to getting hired to work on a show, to surviving--even thriving--if you get fired. And it
illuminates how television writers think about the shows they're writing, whether they're working in comedy,
drama, or "reality."

Fresh, funny, and informed, Crafty TV Writing is the essential guide to writing for and flourishing in the
world of television.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Epstein, author of Crafty Screenwriting (2002), draws on his experiences writing for the television shows
Naked Josh and Charlie Jade to create an essential guide for those hoping to break into television writing.
Epstein starts with the big picture by examining what great television series have in common: a hook that
draws viewers in, compelling characters the audience cares about, and stories that unfold naturally on the
small screen and make people want to return to the world of the show every week. From there he gets into
the specifics of how to write a good script. Here he tells writers to create a beat sheet--something similar to
an outline--of their episode before sitting down to write the script. After offering insightful writing hints and
tips on how to write comedy, Epstein walks writers through finding jobs writing for television--and how to
get along with everyone from story editors to show runners once one does. Enlightening and straightforward,
this is a must for anyone who wants to write for television. Kristine Huntley
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
No need for me to ever write a book on TV writing. Alex Epstein has covered it all . . . along with a few
things I wouldn't have thought of. Save yourself five years of rookie mistakes. Crafty TV Writing and talent
are pretty much all you'll need to make it.
--Ken Levine, writer/producer, MASH, Cheers, Frasier, The Simpsons, Wings, Becker

About the Author

Alex Epstein is the author of Crafty Screenwriting. He has worked as a development executive, television
story editor, and television writer for more than a decade. He cocreated the comic drama series Naked Josh,
and was head writer for the science fiction series Charlie Jade. A graduate of Yale University and the UCLA
School of Film and Television, he writes the popular blog Complications Ensue.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bonnie Mentzer:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question since just
their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need this particular Crafty TV Writing: Thinking Inside the Box to
read.

David Mathews:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read any book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day
every day to reading a guide. The book Crafty TV Writing: Thinking Inside the Box it is extremely good to
read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In
the event you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore
simply to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book features high quality.

Suzanne Ferris:

Crafty TV Writing: Thinking Inside the Box can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge
in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article author
giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Crafty TV Writing:
Thinking Inside the Box nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also
based confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information may drawn you
into brand new stage of crucial considering.

Lois Wiggins:

Beside that Crafty TV Writing: Thinking Inside the Box in your phone, it can give you a way to get more
close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh
through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is good thing
to have Crafty TV Writing: Thinking Inside the Box because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you sometimes have book but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on,
that will not end up to happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book and read
it from at this point!
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