
Ancient Mediterranean Civilizations: From
Prehistory to 640 CE

By Ralph W. Mathisen

Ancient Mediterranean Civilizations: From Prehistory to 640 CE By Ralph
W. Mathisen

Challenging the stereotypes and myths that typically characterize students'
understanding of antiquity, Ancient Mediterranean Civilizations: From
Prehistory to 640 CE, Second Edition, focuses on continuity and connections,
along with cultural diffusion and cultural diversity, to show how history is a
cumulative process and that numerous similar themes recur in different times and
places. The text also explores sensitive issues and debates including attitudes
toward race, ethnicity, and tolerance; gender issues and roles; slavery; social
mobility; religion; political evolution; the nature of government; and imperialism.

FEATURES

New! Chapter 9: "Civilization beyond the Near East, Greece, and Rome (2300-
31 BCE)"

New! "Digging Antiquity": Illustrated features that discuss specific
archaeological sites, many of which can still be visited today

New!: "Looking Back": Chapter summaries, followed by "Looking Ahead"
sections that preview the following chapters

"History Laboratory": Concise observations on how historians use different
methodologies to interpret historical evidence and to debunk pseudoscience

"Historical Controversy": Reflections that explore conflicting modern
interpretations of ancient phenomena

"A Picture Is Worth a Thousand Words": Illustrations of distinctive material
artifacts, accompanied by brief essays

"Mysteries of History": Selections that address puzzling and intriguing aspects
of the past

"In Their Own Words": Extended quotations that exemplify each chapter's
main themes

Stunning Interior Design: More than 200 maps and illustrations, including an
eight-page color portfolio
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An Image Bank containing more than 100 PowerPoint-based slides and
approximately forty maps, available to adopters
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Editorial Review

Review

"Ancient Mediterranean Civilizations is beautifully produced, has excellent maps and well-chosen images,
and is up to date from a scholarly perspective. It is easily the best general work currently available, covering
the Ancient Mediterranean through Late Antiquity in a relatively brief format."--Kenneth G. Holum,
University of Maryland, College Park

"Mathisen's focus on multiculturalism, scientific literacy, and visual reasoning make the book far more up to
date than any of its competitors."--Andrew J. Bonnell, Ball State University

About the Author

Ralph W. Mathisen is Professor of History, Classics, and Medieval Studies at the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign. He has authored, edited, or coedited thirteen books and has published 100 scholarly
articles. He is a Fellow of the American Numismatic Society, founding editor of the Journal of Late
Antiquity, and Director of the Biographical Database for Late Antiquity Project.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Amy Hewitt:

The particular book Ancient Mediterranean Civilizations: From Prehistory to 640 CE will bring that you the
new experience of reading any book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try to
find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book Ancient Mediterranean Civilizations:
From Prehistory to 640 CE is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from the
official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Linda McGrane:

Ancient Mediterranean Civilizations: From Prehistory to 640 CE can be one of your beginner books that are
good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The
copy writer giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Ancient
Mediterranean Civilizations: From Prehistory to 640 CE yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader
the hottest as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information can drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.



Donald Benson:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be Ancient Mediterranean Civilizations: From Prehistory to
640 CE why because the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint
anyone. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Patricia Phipps:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be
study. Ancient Mediterranean Civilizations: From Prehistory to 640 CE can be your answer because it can be
read by you actually who have those short time problems.
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