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Animal Creativity and Innovation explores theories and research on animal
innovation and creativity, comparing and contrasting it with theory and research
on human creativity and innovation.  In doing so, it encompasses findings from
psychology, biology, neuroscience, engineering, business, ecology, and
education.  The book includes examples of animal innovation in parrots, dogs,
marine mammals, insects, and primates, exploring parallels from creative play in
children.  The book defines creativity, differentiating it from play, and looks at
evolutionary models and neurological constructs.  The book further explores
applied aspects of animal innovation and creativity including tool use and group
dynamics, as well as barriers to creativity.  The final chapters look into how
creative behavior may be taught or trained.  Each chapter is followed by a
commentary for integration of thoughts and ideas between animal and human
research, behavioral and cognitive research, and theory and observation in real
life.

Compares theory and research on animal and human creativity●

Defines and differentiates creativity from play●

Reviews applied creativity in tool use and social dynamics●

Includes examples of animal creativity in multiple species●
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comparing and contrasting it with theory and research on human creativity and innovation.  In doing so, it
encompasses findings from psychology, biology, neuroscience, engineering, business, ecology, and
education.  The book includes examples of animal innovation in parrots, dogs, marine mammals, insects, and
primates, exploring parallels from creative play in children.  The book defines creativity, differentiating it
from play, and looks at evolutionary models and neurological constructs.  The book further explores applied
aspects of animal innovation and creativity including tool use and group dynamics, as well as barriers to
creativity.  The final chapters look into how creative behavior may be taught or trained.  Each chapter is
followed by a commentary for integration of thoughts and ideas between animal and human research,
behavioral and cognitive research, and theory and observation in real life.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Like many potential readers of this excellent book, I suspect, I opened it with some skepticism. I closed it
with admiration. Admiration for the many serious scientists who have given their lives in creative, critical
analyses and experiments, to understand better the creative aspects of life around us." --American Journal
of Psychology, Animal Creativity and Innovation

"...an extremely rich, powerful collection of essays exploring the what, who, when, where, how, and why of
innovativeness and creativity in nonhuman animals...the main strength of this edited volume is its
transdisciplinary approach…Summing Up: Highly recommended" --CHOICE Reviews Online

"...as a vehicle to present this group of related studies in a single place, the work is both useful and
successful." --PsycCRITIQUES

"The book contains some excellent material written by some very fine scientists… I, for one, learned a lot
and profited from my reading… The book should be of interest to comparative psychologists, students of
human innovation and creativity, and others with a general interest in these topics…. I recommend it to the
reader who can profit from its excellent chapters." --PsycCRITIQUES

 

"The editors…added interest by creating dialogs, with researchers who study human creativity commenting
on each chapter by researchers who report on animal creativity….Like many potential readers of this
excellent book…I opened it with some skepticism. I closed it with admiration. Admiration for the many
serious scientists who have given their lives in creative, critical analyses and experiments, to understand
better the creative aspects of life around us." - Peter R. Killeen, American Journal of Psychology, Fall
2016, Vol 129, No. 3 pp 327-361

About the Author
James C. Kaufman, PhD, is a Professor of Educational Psychology at the Neag School of Education at the
University of Connecticut. He is the author/editor of more than 30 books and 250 papers. Dr. Kaufman co-
founded two APA journals (Psychology of Popular Media Culture and Psychology of Aesthetics, Creativity,
and the Arts) and is a Past President of APA’s Division 10. He was won numerous awards, including the
Torrance Award from the National Association for Gifted Children, the Berlyne and Farnsworth Awards
from APA, and Mensa’s research award.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Pamela Rhodes:

Often the book Animal Creativity and Innovation (Explorations in Creativity Research) has a lot of



knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by
the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. This particular book
very easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.

Thanh Johnson:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Animal Creativity and Innovation (Explorations in
Creativity Research), you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What
kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its called
reading friends.

Callie Allen:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer can be Animal Creativity and Innovation (Explorations in Creativity
Research) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint
you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly show you to pick up this book.

Brian Seery:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This reserve Animal Creativity and Innovation (Explorations in Creativity Research)
was filled in relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a
book, you can experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get
book that you just wanted.
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