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Fifty percent of Hollywood productions each year are adaptations--films that use
an already published book, dramatic work, or comic as their source material. If
the original is well known, then for most spectators the question of whether these
adaptations are "true to the spirit" of the original is central. The recent wave of
adaptation studies dismisses the question of fidelity as irrelevant, mistaken, or an
affront to the unstable nature of meaning itself. The essays gathered here, mixing
the field's top authorities (Andrew, Gunning, Jameson, Mulvey, and Naremore)
with fresh new voices, take the question of correspondence between source and
adaptation as seriously as do producers and audiences. Spanning examples from
Shakespeare to Ghost World, and addressing such notable directors as Welles,
Kubrick, Hawks, Tarkovsky, and Ophuls, the contributors write against the grain
of recent adaption studies by investigating the question of what fidelity might
mean in its broadest and truest sense, what it might reveal of the adaptive
process, and why it is still one of the richest veins of investigation in the study of
cinema.
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Fifty percent of Hollywood productions each year are adaptations--films that use an already published book,
dramatic work, or comic as their source material. If the original is well known, then for most spectators the
question of whether these adaptations are "true to the spirit" of the original is central. The recent wave of
adaptation studies dismisses the question of fidelity as irrelevant, mistaken, or an affront to the unstable
nature of meaning itself. The essays gathered here, mixing the field's top authorities (Andrew, Gunning,
Jameson, Mulvey, and Naremore) with fresh new voices, take the question of correspondence between
source and adaptation as seriously as do producers and audiences. Spanning examples from Shakespeare to
Ghost World, and addressing such notable directors as Welles, Kubrick, Hawks, Tarkovsky, and Ophuls, the
contributors write against the grain of recent adaption studies by investigating the question of what fidelity
might mean in its broadest and truest sense, what it might reveal of the adaptive process, and why it is still
one of the richest veins of investigation in the study of cinema.
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Editorial Review

Review

" It is not too much to say that this book is simply ground-breaking, easily and by far the best book on this
important subject, and one that should be required reading of all film and literature students."--Lee
Grieveson, University College London

"True to the Spirit revives adaptation as a key conceptual framework for understanding cinema's intricate
political and aesthetic dialogues-and disagreements-with works in other media. This is a generous book: it
addresses a surprising range of films and texts, and will foster the creativity of its readers through its
expansive, historically detailed case studies." --Karla Oeler, Emory University

About the Author

Colin MacCabe is Distinguished Professor of English and Film, University of Pittsburgh and Professor of
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than 30 hours of television documentaries on the history of the cinema (for the British Film Institute and
Minerva Pictures).

Kathleen Murray is a doctoral candidate in the Department of English at the University of Pittsburgh. She
received her M.A. in Media Studies from New School University in 2003.

Rick Warner is a doctoral candidate in the Department of English at the University of Pittsburgh. He is the
author of articles on New Taiwan Cinema, relations between "old" and "new" media, the films of Chris
Marker, and the video projects of Jean-Luc Godard.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Hilary Williams:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This True to the Spirit: Film Adaptation and the Question of Fidelity book is
readable through you who hate those straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The
writer of True to the Spirit: Film Adaptation and the Question of Fidelity content conveys prospect easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different as



it. So , do you even now thinking True to the Spirit: Film Adaptation and the Question of Fidelity is not
loveable to be your top list reading book?

Ana Worcester:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
while those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take True to the Spirit: Film Adaptation and the Question of
Fidelity as the daily resource information.

Amanda Furr:

Beside this kind of True to the Spirit: Film Adaptation and the Question of Fidelity in your phone, it may
give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you
might got here is fresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have True to the Spirit: Film Adaptation and the Question of Fidelity because
this book offers to your account readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get
what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable
blend here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this?
Find this book and read it from currently!

Ella Carlson:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
With the book True to the Spirit: Film Adaptation and the Question of Fidelity we can get more advantage.
Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a book. Just choose
the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with that book
True to the Spirit: Film Adaptation and the Question of Fidelity. You can more pleasing than now.
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