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"Unusual and intelligent...An exemplary introduction to Native American
culture with its emphasis on the importance of nature." —Publishers Weekly

In Native American legend, the thirteen scales on Old Turtle's back hold the key
to the thirteen cycles of the moon and the changing seasons. These lyrical poems
and striking paintings celebrate the wonder of the seasons, from the Northern
Cheyenne's Moon of the Popping Trees to the Big Moon of the Abenaki.

"This book instills a spiritual respect for our land and an appreciation for
the people who were its first caring guardians." —American Bookseller

A Notable Children's Trade Book in the Language Arts
An IRA Teacher's Choice Book
A Notable Children's Trade Book in the Field of Social Studies 
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
To many Native Americans, the 13 cycles of the moon represent the changing seasons and the passage of
time. Each moon has its own special name that, while varying among the tribal nations, is consistent with the
legend that the 13 scales on Old Turtle's back hold the key to these moons. The authors present 13 poems
that take readers through the year, from the "Moon of Popping Trees"--when the "cottonwoods crack with
frost"--to the "Big Moon" of the Abenakis. The book's effective design consists of verses in vertical columns
at the left of each spread, with the remainder occupied by Locker's ( Family Farm ; Catskill Eagle ) typically
lush artwork. His oil paintings are eye-catching in their depth of color reflecting dramatic seasonal changes.
Trees, skies and woodland creatures are rendered in vivid hues that combine to produce an enthralling vision.
This unusual and intelligent book is an exemplary introduction to Native American culture with its emphasis
on the importance of nature. All ages.
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Kindergarten-Grade 4-- The book opens with an Abenaki storyteller explaining to his grandson that just as
there are always 13 scales on ``Old Turtle's back,'' there are 13 moons in a year, each of which has a name
and a story. The poetic tales and corresponding paintings that follow represent myths or legends of different
Native American tribes. Although the language of these poems is not particularly memorable or childlike, it
does evoke images and passes on some of the traditions of the native people and their closeness to the natural
world. The cadence is that of an adult explaining things to a child. Both text and illustrations have a
distancing effect on readers. Locker's large, dark paintings stand parallel to or in tandem with the poems but
are not integral to them. They create a mood and capture portions of the text, encouraging viewers to look
``at'' rather than ``into'' these images. There is a sense of vastness in these paintings, and sometimes a
harshness, but little of the lushness or the warmth of the land. Although the cover illustration of the turtle is
inviting and the large format attractive, these are poems that will probably not entice most youngsters on
their own. They can be appreciated, however, when presented by an adult and will be a welcome addition to
units on Native American cultures. --Kay E. Vandergrift, School of Communication, Information and
Library Studies, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews
From a velvety moonlit wetland scene in ``Big Moon'' to the glory of a deciduous forest in the ``Moon of
Falling Leaves,'' Locker once again proves himself a gifted landscape artist. In illustrating this Native
American lunar calendar, he makes forays beyond the Hudson River valley to the lands of the Lakota and
Northern Cheyenne, Cherokee and Huron, Abenaki, Cree, and more, catching the seasons in light, clouds,
trees, and wildlife. As in his other books, human and animal figures are rather awkward intrusions, with
some exceptions--notably a huge, four-square moose in ``Frog Moon.'' Folklorist Bruchac and poet London
work together on brief, dignified retellings of Native American legends for the accompanying text, properly
pointing out in an afterword that tribes in different areas see different seasonal patterns and hold different
beliefs. (Poetry/Folklore. 7-9) -- Copyright ©1992, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Michael Madden:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important normally. The book Thirteen Moons on Turtle's Back: A Native American Year
of Moons had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The reserve Thirteen Moons on Turtle's Back: A
Native American Year of Moons is not only giving you a lot more new information but also being your
friend when you feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your publication. Try to make
relationship with the book Thirteen Moons on Turtle's Back: A Native American Year of Moons. You never
truly feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Crystal Freeman:

The guide with title Thirteen Moons on Turtle's Back: A Native American Year of Moons has a lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This particular
book exist new know-how the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now.
That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you with
new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.

Timothy Pace:

Beside this kind of Thirteen Moons on Turtle's Back: A Native American Year of Moons in your phone, it
could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge
you will got here is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow
village. It is good thing to have Thirteen Moons on Turtle's Back: A Native American Year of Moons
because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you do
not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this within your hand. The
Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from at this point!

Donna Robinson:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the books in
the top record in your reading list is Thirteen Moons on Turtle's Back: A Native American Year of Moons.
This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking
upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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