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The ancient Near East is known as the "cradle of civilization"--and for good
reason. Mesopotamia, Syria, and Anatolia were home to an extraordinarily rich
and successful culture. Indeed, it was atime and place of earth-shaking changes
for humankind: the beginnings of writing and law, kingship and bureaucracy,
diplomacy and state-sponsored warfare, mathematics and literature.

This Very Short Introduction offers a fascinating account of this momentous time
in human history. The three thousand years covered here--from around 3500
BCE, with the founding of the first Mesopotamian cities, to the conquest of the
Near East by the Persian king Cyrus the Great in 539 BCE-represent a period of
incredible innovation, from the invention of the wheel and the plow, to early
achievements in astronomy, law, and diplomacy. As historian Amanda Podany
explores this era, she overturns the popular image of the ancient world asa
primitive, violent place. We discover that women had many rights and freedoms:
they could own property, run businesses, and represent themselvesin court.
Diplomats traveled between the capital cities of major powers ensuring peace and
friendship between the kings. Scribes and scholars studied the stars and could
predict eclipses and the movements of the planets.

Every chapter introduces the reader to a particular moment in ancient Near
Eastern history, illuminating such aspects as trade, religion, diplomacy, law,
warfare, kingship, and agriculture. Each discussion focuses on evidence provided
in two or three cuneiform texts from that time. These documents, the citiesin
which they were found, the people and gods named in them, the events they
recount or reflect, all provide vivid testimony of the erain which they were
written.

About the Series:

Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and origina introductions
to awide range of subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Palitics to Classics,
Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the Bible. Not simply a textbook
of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--yet
always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issuesin agiven
discipline or field. Every Very Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of
the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has developed and how it
has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major
academic discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference
library. Whatever the area of study that one deems important or appealing,
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whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short Introductions
series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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The ancient Near East is known as the "cradle of civilization™"--and for good reason. Mesopotamia, Syria, and
Anatoliawere home to an extraordinarily rich and successful culture. Indeed, it was atime and place of
earth-shaking changes for humankind: the beginnings of writing and law, kingship and bureaucracy,
diplomacy and state-sponsored warfare, mathematics and literature.

This Very Short Introduction offers a fascinating account of this momentous time in human history. The
three thousand years covered here--from around 3500 BCE, with the founding of the first Mesopotamian
cities, to the conquest of the Near East by the Persian king Cyrus the Great in 539 BCE-represent a period of
incredible innovation, from the invention of the wheel and the plow, to early achievementsin astronomy,
law, and diplomacy. As historian Amanda Podany explores this era, she overturns the popular image of the
ancient world as a primitive, violent place. We discover that women had many rights and freedoms: they
could own property, run businesses, and represent themselves in court. Diplomats traveled between the
capital cities of major powers ensuring peace and friendship between the kings. Scribes and scholars studied
the stars and could predict eclipses and the movements of the planets.

Every chapter introduces the reader to a particular moment in ancient Near Eastern history, illuminating such
aspects as trade, religion, diplomacy, law, warfare, kingship, and agriculture. Each discussion focuses on
evidence provided in two or three cuneiform texts from that time. These documents, the cities in which they
were found, the people and gods named in them, the events they recount or reflect, all provide vivid
testimony of the erain which they were written.

About the Series:

Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and origina introductions to a wide range of
subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politicsto Classics, Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the
Bible. Not simply atextbook of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--
yet always balanced and compl ete--discussions of the central issuesin agiven discipline or field. Every Very
Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has
developed and how it has influenced society. Eventualy, the series will encompass every major academic
discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference library. Whatever the area of study that
one deems important or appealing, whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short
Introductions series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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Editorial Review
Review

"A lively, appealing, and highly recommended introduction to the Bronze and early Iron Age Near East.”
-Journal of the American Oriental Society

About the Author

Amanda H. Podany is Professor and Chair of History at California State Polytechnic University, Pomona.
Sheisthe author of the award-winning book Brotherhood of Kings: How International Relations Shaped the
Ancient Near East aswell as a number of other books and articles on topicsin ancient Near Eastern history.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Tim Simmons:

This book untitled The Ancient Near East: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) to be one of
severa books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get alot of
benefit into it. Y ou will easily to buy this particular book in the book store or you can order it by way of
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can
read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you to past this e-book from your list.

Andre Roop:

Precisely why? Because this The Ancient Near East: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is
an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the
secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
incredible way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So, it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it.
This book will give you alot of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your
talent and your critical thinking way. So, still want to hesitate having that book? If | had been you | will go
to the reserve store hurriedly.

Ashley Downs:

In this period globalization it isimportant to someone to acquire information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much



easier to share. You can find alot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. Y ou will see that now, alot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the
book that recommended for you is The Ancient Near East: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) this publication consist alot of the information of the condition of thisworld now. This
particular book was represented how does the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for
explainit is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That
iswhy this book ideal al of you.

Pedro Gonzales:

Isit an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Ancient Near East: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are
so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new erais common not a geek activity. So what
these publications have than the others?
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