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In the early summer of the year 1348, as aterrible plague ravages the city, ten
charming young Florentines take refuge in country villas to tell each other
stories—a hundred stories of love, adventure and surprising twists of fortune
which later inspired Chaucer, Keats and Shakespeare. While Danteis astern
moralist, Boccaccio has little time for chastity, pokes fun at crafty, hypocritical
clerics and celebrates the power of passion to overcome obstacles and social
divisions. Like the Divine Comedy, the Decamer on is atowering monument of
medieval pre-Renaissance literature, and incorporates certain important el ements
that are not at once apparent to today's readers. In a new introduction to this
revised edition, which also includes additional explanatory notes, maps,
bibliography and indexes, Professor McWilliam shows us Boccaccio for what he
is—one of the world's greatest masters of vivid and exciting prose fiction.
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In the early summer of the year 1348, as aterrible plague ravages the city, ten charming young Florentines
take refuge in country villas to tell each other stories—a hundred stories of love, adventure and surprising
twists of fortune which later inspired Chaucer, Keats and Shakespeare. While Dante is a stern moralist,
Boccaccio has little time for chastity, pokes fun at crafty, hypocritical clerics and celebrates the power of
passion to overcome obstacles and social divisions. Like the Divine Comedy, the Decameron is atowering
monument of medieval pre-Renaissance literature, and incorporates certain important e ements that are not at
once apparent to today's readers. In a new introduction to this revised edition, which also includes additional
explanatory notes, maps, bibliography and indexes, Professor McWilliam shows us Boccaccio for what he
is—one of the world's greatest masters of vivid and exciting prose fiction.
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English, Italian (translation)

From the Back Cover

In the early summer of the year 1348, as aterrible plague ravages the city, ten charming young Florentines
take refuge in country villas to tell each other stories - a hundred stories of love, adventure and surprising
twists of fortune which later inspired Chaucer, Keats and Shakespeare. While Dante is a stern moralist,
Boccaccio haslittle time for chastity, pokes fun at crafty, hypocritical clerics and celebrates the power of
passion to overcome obstacles and social divisions. Like the Divine Comedy, the Decameron is atowering
monument of medieval pre-Renaissance literature, and incorporates certain important elements that are not at
once apparent to today's readers. In a new introduction to this revised edition, which also includes additional
explanatory notes, maps, bibliography and indexes, Professor McWilliam shows us Boccaccio for what heis
- one of the world's greatest masters of vivid and exciting prose fiction.

About the Author

Giovanni Boccaccio was born in Florence, Italy, in 1313, and he died there in 1375. His life thus coincided
with the flowering of the early Renaissance and indeed his closest friend was Petrarch, the other towering
literary figure of the period. During his lifetime, Boccaccio was a diplomat, businessman, and international
traveler, aswell as the creator of numerous works of prose and poetry. Of his achievements, The
Decameron, completed sometime between 1350 and 1352, remains his lasting contribution—immensely
popular from its original appearance to the present day—to world literature.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Joseph Wilson:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent they will free time just watching
TV, or playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read some sort of book. It isreally fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you
can spent al day every day to reading a e-book. The book The Decameron (Penguin Classics) it doesn't
matter what good to read. There are alot of people that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying
reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual e-
book. Y ou can mQOore quickly to read this book from the smart phone. The priceis not to fund but this book
provides high quality.

Joseph Esparza:

People livein this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not really arobot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever try



this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read is definitely The Decameron (Penguin Classics).

Kara Hogan:

Within this erawhich is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are related
isjust spending your time very little but quite enough to have alook at some books. One of many booksin
the top listing in your reading list is usually The Decameron (Penguin Classics). This book which is qualified
as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards and review this
book you can get many advantages.

James Voyles.

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half portions of the book. Y ou can choose often the book The Decameron (Penguin Classics)
to make your own reading is interesting. Y our current skill of reading proficiency is developing when you
like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the idea about book and
studying especially. It isto be very first opinion for you to like to start a book and study it. Beside that the e-
book The Decameron (Penguin Classics) can to be your friend when you're experience alone and confuse in
doing what must you're doing of that time.
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