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Max Ehrmann (September 26, 1872 – September 9, 1945) was an American
writer, poet, and attorney from Terre Haute, Indiana, widely known for his 1927
prose poem "Desiderata" (Latin: "things desired"). He often wrote on spiritual
themes.

Ehrmann was of German descent; both his parents emigrated from Bavaria in the
1840s. Young Ehrmann was educated at the Terre Haute Fourth District School
and the German Methodist Church.

He received a degree in English from DePauw University in Greencastle,
Indiana, which he attended from 1890 to 1894. While there, he was a member of
Delta Tau Delta's Beta Beta chapter and was editor of the school newspaper,
Depauw Weekly.

Ehrmann then studied philosophy and law at Harvard University, where he was
editor of Delta Tau Delta's national magazine The Rainbow, circa 1896.

Ehrmann returned to his hometown of Terre Haute, Indiana in 1898 to practice
law. He was a deputy state's attorney in Vigo County, Indiana for two years.
Subsequently, he worked in his family's meatpacking business and in the overalls
manufacturing industry. At age 40, Ehrmann left the business to write. At age 54,
he wrote Desiderata, which achieved fame only after his death.

Ehrmann was awarded Doctor of Letters honorary degree from DePauw
University in about 1937. He was also elected to the Delta Tau Delta
Distinguished Service Chapter, the fraternity's highest alumni award.

Ehrmann died in 1945. He is buried in Highland Lawn Cemetery in Terre Haute,
Indiana. In 2010 the city honored Ehrmann with a life-size bronze statue by
sculptor Bill Wolfe. He is depicted sitting on a downtown bench, pen in hand,
with a notebook in his lap. "Desiderata" is engraved on a plaque that resides next
to the statue and lines from the poem are embedded in the walkway. The
sculpture is in the collection of Art Spaces, Inc. – Wabash Valley Outdoor
Sculpture Collection.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Max Ehrmann was an attorney turned philosopher-poet who lived in Terre Haute, Indiana. He spent his life
wrestling with the realities of making a living and following his personal calling to a life of poetry, literature,
and thought. Ehrmann wrote A Prayer, which became a message of hope for thousands, but he is best known
for Desiderata, which he wrote for himself, ?because it counsels those virtues I felt myself most in need of.?
Ehrmann included this work as part of a personal Christmas greeting in 1933, and Desiderata's power and
appeal have continued to reach out to and significantly affect readers ever since. Ehrmann died in 1945.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christopher Patton:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Poems of Max Ehrmann.
All type of book would you see on many methods. You can look for the internet methods or other social
media.

Erica Lewis:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to consider look
for book, may be the book untitled The Poems of Max Ehrmann can be fine book to read. May be it can be
best activity to you.

Lewis Wade:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Poems of Max Ehrmann e-book
written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone
who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill
only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt The Poems of Max Ehrmann as good book not
simply by the cover but also from the content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its deal
with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense
already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.



Marina Tucker:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Poems of Max Ehrmann
which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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