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A wise, absorbing, and surprising introduction to poetry written in English,
from one of England's leading poets

James Fenton is that rare scholar "not ashamed to admit that he mostly reads for
pleasure" (Charles Simic, The New York Review of Books). In this eminently
readable guide to his abiding passion, he has distilled the essense of a library's--
and a lifetime's--worth of delight.

The pleasures of his own verse can be found in abundance here: economy, a
natural ease, and most of all, surprise. What is English poetry? Fenton argues that
it includes any recited words in English that marshall rhythm for their meaning--
among them prisoners's work songs, Broadway show tunes, and the cries of street
vendors captured in verse. From these beginnings, Fenton describes the
rudiments of--and, most important, the inspiration for--the musical verse we find
in books, and concludes with an illuminating discussion of operas and songs.
Fenton illustrates his comments with verse from all over the English-speaking
world.

Catholic in his taste, shrewd in his distinctions, and charmingly frank, Fenton is
an ideal guide to everything to do with poetry, from the temperament of poets to
their accomplishment, in all its variety. In all his writing, prose or verse, Fenton
has always had the virtue of saying, in a way that seems effortless, precisely what
lies at the heart of the matter. In this vein, An Introduction to English Poetry is
one of his highest accomplishments.
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A wise, absorbing, and surprising introduction to poetry written in English, from one of England's
leading poets

James Fenton is that rare scholar "not ashamed to admit that he mostly reads for pleasure" (Charles Simic,
The New York Review of Books). In this eminently readable guide to his abiding passion, he has distilled the
essense of a library's--and a lifetime's--worth of delight.

The pleasures of his own verse can be found in abundance here: economy, a natural ease, and most of all,
surprise. What is English poetry? Fenton argues that it includes any recited words in English that marshall
rhythm for their meaning--among them prisoners's work songs, Broadway show tunes, and the cries of street
vendors captured in verse. From these beginnings, Fenton describes the rudiments of--and, most important,
the inspiration for--the musical verse we find in books, and concludes with an illuminating discussion of
operas and songs. Fenton illustrates his comments with verse from all over the English-speaking world.

Catholic in his taste, shrewd in his distinctions, and charmingly frank, Fenton is an ideal guide to everything
to do with poetry, from the temperament of poets to their accomplishment, in all its variety. In all his writing,
prose or verse, Fenton has always had the virtue of saying, in a way that seems effortless, precisely what lies
at the heart of the matter. In this vein, An Introduction to English Poetry is one of his highest
accomplishments.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Fenton is primarily concerned with the whys of English verse. Why is iambic pentameter the standard line in
English? Why do modern poets recite as they do (flatly)? Why are some poetic forms more versatile in
English than others? Why has poetic drama in English been moribund since the seventeenth century? If he
doesn't have definitive or original answers to such questions, he always speaks authoritatively about them as
a poet and broad-ranging student of poetry. He knows and practices what he talks about. He gets history into
the discussion by discriminating between what can and can't now be read comprehensibly--that is, between
later-than-fifteenth-century verse and earlier poetry, even Chaucer's, which is pronounced very differently--
and in the chronological range, from Elizabethan lyrics to a contemporary experimental sonnet, of the poems
he quotes to exemplify different forms, meters, and rhythmic variations within the verse line. John
Hollander's Rhyme's Reason (3d ed., 2001) remains the best primer on poetic forms per se, but to understand
form in English verse, Fenton's your man. Ray Olson
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
“[Fenton's] essays educate, enlighten, surprise and thrill, unfailingly.” ?Robin Lippincott, The New York
Times Book Review

About the Author

James Fenton was Professor of Poetry at Oxford from 1994 to 1999. His most recent works on gardening, A
Garden from a Hundred Packets of Seed (FSG, 2002), of criticism, The Strength of Poetry, and of poetry,
Out of Danger, are published by FSG.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Pabon:

The book An Introduction to English Poetry make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make
your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting strain or having
big problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a book An Introduction to English Poetry
being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your
knowledge about many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open and read a e-book An
Introduction to English Poetry. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or
some others. So , how do you think about this book?

Kristen Hancock:

This An Introduction to English Poetry is great reserve for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who all always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This kind of
book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences included. So

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight
forward sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having An Introduction to
English Poetry in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We
can say that no book that offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but this book already do that. So ,
this is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?

Lauren Veach:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It
is known as of book An Introduction to English Poetry. You can add your knowledge by it. Without causing
the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most important that, you
must aware about publication. It can bring you from one place to other place.

Thomas Mitchell:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news. On
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the An Introduction to English Poetry when you necessary it?
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