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The truth behind the twisted crimes that inspired the films Psycho, The Texas
Chain Saw Massacre, and The Silence of the Lambs...

From “America’s principal chronicler of its greatest psychopathic killers” (The
Boston Book Review) comes the definitive account of Ed Gein, a mild-mannered
Wisconsin farmhand who stunned an unsuspecting nation—and redefined the
meaning of the word “psycho.” The year was 1957. The place was an ordinary
farmhouse in America’s heartland, filled with extraordinary evidence of
unthinkable depravity. The man behind the massacre was a slight, unassuming
Midwesterner with a strange smile—and even stranger attachment to his
domineering mother. After her death and a failed attempt to dig up his mother’s
body from the local cemetery, Gein turned to other grave robberies and,
ultimately, multiple murders. Driven to commit gruesome and bizarre acts
beyond all imagining, Ed Gein remains one of the most deranged minds in the
annals of American homicide. This is his story—recounted in fascinating and
chilling detail by Harold Schechter, one of the most acclaimed true-crime
storytellers of our time.
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The truth behind the twisted crimes that inspired the films Psycho, The Texas Chain Saw Massacre, and The
Silence of the Lambs...

From “America’s principal chronicler of its greatest psychopathic killers” (The Boston Book Review) comes
the definitive account of Ed Gein, a mild-mannered Wisconsin farmhand who stunned an unsuspecting
nation—and redefined the meaning of the word “psycho.” The year was 1957. The place was an ordinary
farmhouse in America’s heartland, filled with extraordinary evidence of unthinkable depravity. The man
behind the massacre was a slight, unassuming Midwesterner with a strange smile—and even stranger
attachment to his domineering mother. After her death and a failed attempt to dig up his mother’s body from
the local cemetery, Gein turned to other grave robberies and, ultimately, multiple murders. Driven to commit
gruesome and bizarre acts beyond all imagining, Ed Gein remains one of the most deranged minds in the
annals of American homicide. This is his story—recounted in fascinating and chilling detail by Harold
Schechter, one of the most acclaimed true-crime storytellers of our time.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Harold Schechter is a historian: he takes old files and yellowed newspaper clippings, and brings their stories
to life. Deviant is about everyone's favorite ghoul, Ed Gein--whose crimes inspired the writers of Psycho,
Texas Chainsaw Massacre, and The Silence of the Lambs. Schechter deftly evokes the small-town 1950s
Wisconsin setting--not pretty farms and cheese factories, but infertile soil and a bleak, hardscrabble
existence. The details of Gein's "death house" are perhaps well known by now, but the murderer's quietly
crazy, almost gentle personality comes forth in this book as never before. As Gary Kadet wrote, in The
Boston Book Review, "Schechter is a dogged researcher [who backs up] every bizarre detail and curious twist
in this and his other books ... More importantly, he nimbly avoids miring his writing and our reading with
minutiae or researched overstatement, which means that although he can occasionally be dry, he is never
boring."
Also recommended: Schechter's books about Albert Fish (Deranged) and Herman Mudgett a.k.a. Dr. H. H.
Holmes (Depraved).

Review
"Top-drawer true crime."

-- "Booklist"

About the Author
Harold Schechter is a professor of American literature and culture. Renowned for his true-crime writing, he
is the author of the nonfiction books Fatal, Fiend, Bestial, Deviant, Deranged, Depraved, and, with David
Everitt, The A to Z Encyclopedia of Serial Killers. He is also the author of Nevermore and The Hum Bug, the
acclaimed historical novels featuring Edgar Allan Poe. He lives in New York State.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Wilson Gonzalez:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will want this Deviant: The Shocking True Story of Ed Gein, the
Original Psycho.

Shirley Kier:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take



a move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Deviant: The
Shocking True Story of Ed Gein, the Original Psycho? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize
beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with
their opinion or you have additional opinion?

James Smith:

The book Deviant: The Shocking True Story of Ed Gein, the Original Psycho has a lot of knowledge on it.
So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you
may get the point easily after looking over this book.

Martin Kelley:

You can find this Deviant: The Shocking True Story of Ed Gein, the Original Psycho by visit the bookstore
or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by simply written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your guide. It
is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose
proper ways for you.
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