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Kitsch: the mere word evokes mental images of cutesy collectibles, treacly
trinkets, sweetly sentimental scenes, thematically trite tabletop tchotchkes, or
perhaps anemic appropriations of canonical works of art. Frequently dismissed as
facile, lowbrow, or one-off, throwaway aesthetics, kitsch elicits responses that
range from the sardonic smirk laced with derision to the grin glimmering with the
indulgence in a guilty pleasure. Kitsch, however, is surprisingly mobile and
complex, as evidenced by its recent renewal as kitschy cool. This ambiguity not
only allows it to gesture towards a disparate array of artifacts and ideations, but
also to be pushed and pulled in various applicatory directions. The contributors to
this collection address the problem of how and what kitsch might signify, and
approach the kitsch question as a complex, nuanced interrogative. They consider
kitsch in relation to its historical association with pseudo-art, its theoretical
underpinnings and connections to class, the deliberate mobilization of kitsch in
the work of specific artists, kitsch as a form of practice, as well as kitsch's traffic
with race, patriotism, and postmodernism. The essays in this collection
necessarily cut a wide interpretative path, mapping the terrain of the phenomenon
of kitsch-historically, conceptually, practically-in multivocal ways, befitting the
polysemous creature that is kitsch itself. Drawing upon art history, popular
culture studies, philosophy, and visual culture, the authors' responses to the big
question of kitsch move well beyond habitual artificial boundaries, far beyond
the simple binaries of good/bad, high/low, elite/popular, or art/kitsch, into far
more complex, challenging, and ultimately rewarding territory.
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Frequently dismissed as facile, lowbrow, or one-off, throwaway aesthetics, kitsch elicits responses that range
from the sardonic smirk laced with derision to the grin glimmering with the indulgence in a guilty pleasure.
Kitsch, however, is surprisingly mobile and complex, as evidenced by its recent renewal as kitschy cool.
This ambiguity not only allows it to gesture towards a disparate array of artifacts and ideations, but also to be
pushed and pulled in various applicatory directions. The contributors to this collection address the problem
of how and what kitsch might signify, and approach the kitsch question as a complex, nuanced interrogative.
They consider kitsch in relation to its historical association with pseudo-art, its theoretical underpinnings and
connections to class, the deliberate mobilization of kitsch in the work of specific artists, kitsch as a form of
practice, as well as kitsch's traffic with race, patriotism, and postmodernism. The essays in this collection
necessarily cut a wide interpretative path, mapping the terrain of the phenomenon of kitsch-historically,
conceptually, practically-in multivocal ways, befitting the polysemous creature that is kitsch itself. Drawing
upon art history, popular culture studies, philosophy, and visual culture, the authors' responses to the big
question of kitsch move well beyond habitual artificial boundaries, far beyond the simple binaries of
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Monica Kjellman-Chapin is Associate Professor of Art History at Emporia State University. Her work on
diverse topics, including James McNeill Whistler, Thomas Kinkade, autofictionalization, and fake folk art,
has appeared in the journals Rethinking Marxism, Specs, Art History, and Konsthistorisk Tidskrift.
Kjellman-Chapin has also contributed essays to the edited collections Partisan Canons, Thomas Kinkade:
The Artist in the Mall, The Computer Culture Reader, and Cultural Production in Virtual and Imagined
Worlds. Her current research is on collections of amateur and "bad" art.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marie Aultman:

This Kitsch: History, Theory, Practice are usually reliable for you who want to become a successful person,
why. The key reason why of this Kitsch: History, Theory, Practice can be on the list of great books you must
have will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an individual with information that
probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and
whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Kitsch: History, Theory, Practice
forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking
that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Bobby Kile:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different
you can read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the
whole day to reading a e-book. The book Kitsch: History, Theory, Practice it is quite good to read. There are
a lot of those who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have
enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book
from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features high quality.

Adrienne Helms:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Kitsch: History, Theory, Practice
that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over
the world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal better then how they react in the
direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man but for all
of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your good habit,
you could pick Kitsch: History, Theory, Practice become your current starter.



Manuel Frazier:

You could spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Kitsch: History, Theory, Practice is
simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have
got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it.
You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.
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