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The Shape of the Signifier is a critique of recent theory--primarily literary but
also cultural and political. Bringing together previously unconnected strands of
Michaels's thought--from "Against Theory" to Our America--it anatomizes what's
fundamentally at stake when we think of literature in terms of the experience of
the reader rather than the intention of the author, and when we substitute the
question of who people are for the question of what they believe.

With signature virtuosity, Michaels shows how the replacement of ideological
difference (we believe different things) with identitarian difference (we speak
different languages, we have different bodies and different histories) organizes
the thinking of writers from Richard Rorty to Octavia Butler to Samuel
Huntington to Kathy Acker. He then examines how this shift produces the
narrative logic of texts ranging from Toni Morrison's Beloved to Michael Hardt
and Toni Negri's Empire. As with everything Michaels writes, The Shape of the
Signifier is sure to leave controversy and debate in its wake.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Revisiting a theme of his earlier writing, Michaels (The Gold Standard and the Logic of Naturalism and Our
America) examines what most determines a literary work’s meaning: the reader’s experience (whether
sensory, as in the room in which one is reading and the table on which the book is resting, or cerebral, as in
identifying factors like nationality, race or religion) or the author’s intent. From there, Michaels expands his
query into the postmodernist and posthistoricist (a la Francis Fukuyama) concern with identity’s supposition
of ideology in the post-Cold War world. Rather than interpreting texts differently because of fundamental
ideological conflicts, the author argues that readers experience them differently because of a post-modernist
fixation on divergent, cultural identities. Likewise, Michaels explores how this notion of experience affects
authors’ choices. To make his case, he reviews a wide range of historical, artistic and literary theories
through the works of Michael Fried, Jacques Derrida, Paul de Man, Kim Stanley Robinson, Octavia Butler,
Paul Celan, Toni Morrison, Bret Easton Ellis and Richard Rorty. Michaels’s arguments are provocative,
especially as he considers current affairs like the war on terror or the debate about granting reparations to
descendants of slaves; however, he occasionally struggles to connect his ideas in a congruent middle ground.
This is further entangled by his thoughtfully complex prose, which for many readers may obscure his
meaning more than illuminate it. However, dedicated disciples of theory will appreciate Michaels’s
stimulating addition to contemporary debate.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
"Michaels's absorbing new book swims against the critical stream with a brilliance and originality unmatched
this side of Slavoj Žižek."--Henry Staten, Modernism/modernity

"[This] book is not scholarship, criticism, or theory. It is a brazen call for the return to ideology."--Lindsay
Waters, Chronicle of Higher Education

"[W]hat makes this book compelling . . . is his central thesis: that the apparent diversity of the marketplace of
ideas, as in the marketplace of commodities, conceals fundamental uniformity (so many choices in the cereal
aisle, so few in the voting booth)."--Robin J. Sowards, The Minnesota Review

About the Author
Walter Benn Michaels is Professor of English at the University of Illinois, Chicago. He is the author of "The
Gold Standard and the Logic of Naturalism" and "Our America"

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Steven Connell:

This book untitled The Shape of the Signifier: 1967 to the End of History to be one of several books that will
best seller in this year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will
easily to buy this specific book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The publisher of the
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell



phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this guide from your list.

Muriel Carpenter:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled The
Shape of the Signifier: 1967 to the End of History your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every
single word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never
get just before. The The Shape of the Signifier: 1967 to the End of History giving you another experience
more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful details for your better life with this era. So
now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you
are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time
activity?

Mary Jacobs:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying The Shape of the Signifier: 1967 to
the End of History that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading
habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better then how they react
toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky individual but for all of
you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your good
habit, it is possible to pick The Shape of the Signifier: 1967 to the End of History become your own starter.

Ruth Lowry:

You may spend your free time to see this book this publication. This The Shape of the Signifier: 1967 to the
End of History is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not
possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you
much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.

Download and Read Online The Shape of the Signifier: 1967 to the
End of History By Walter Benn Michaels #Q9E3Y50TPM7



Read The Shape of the Signifier: 1967 to the End of History By
Walter Benn Michaels for online ebook

The Shape of the Signifier: 1967 to the End of History By Walter Benn Michaels Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio
books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book
reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to
read, top books to read The Shape of the Signifier: 1967 to the End of History By Walter Benn Michaels
books to read online.

Online The Shape of the Signifier: 1967 to the End of History By Walter Benn Michaels
ebook PDF download

The Shape of the Signifier: 1967 to the End of History By Walter Benn Michaels Doc

The Shape of the Signifier: 1967 to the End of History By Walter Benn Michaels Mobipocket

The Shape of the Signifier: 1967 to the End of History By Walter Benn Michaels EPub


