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Number one best-seller Jane Green - author of Babyville and Straight Talking -
explores reinvention and self-discovery in Jemima J. Jemima Jones is
overweight. About seven stone overweight. Treated like a slave by her thin and
bitchy flatmates, lorded over at the Kilburn Herald by the beautiful Geraldine
(less talented, but better paid), her only consolation is food. What with that and
her passion for her charming, sexy colleague Ben, she knows her life needs
changing. But can Jemima reinvent herself? And should she? Jemima J. is a
brilliantly funny, honest novel about ugly ducklings and swans, attraction,
addiction and the meaning of true love. 'Green writes with acerbic wit about the
law of the dating jungle' Sunday Express 'The kind of novel you'll gobble up in a
single sitting' Cosmopolitan 'The ultimate makeover novel' Sunday Times
Bestselling author Jane Green has captured the imaginations of readers in the UK
and the US with her frank and funny approach to those day-to-day issues that
affect women everywhere. Other titles also published by Penguin include The
Other Woman, The Love Verb (published as Promises to Keep in the USA), Girl
Friday (Dune Road), Life Swap (Swapping Lives), The Patchwork Marriage
(Another Piece of My Heart), Spellbound (To Have and to Hold), The Beach
House, Second Chance, Mr. Maybe, and Bookends.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Yet another take on the singles scene, and from yet another British writer, this jaunty novel has one slightly
new focus--the Internet as a dating device. "Bored, fat and unhappy" Jemima Jones is a hack writer on a
small London paper, whose weight precludes both promotion (which she richly deserves, because she's
smart) and getting together with the man of her dreams: kind, modest and gorgeous reporter Ben Williams.
The Web opens a new world to Jemima, and when she begins an online correspondence with L.A. gym
owner Brad, identifying herself as JJ, her friend Geraldine encourages her to send Brad a doctored photo of
what she would look like if she were thin. Jemima joins a gym, goes on a diet and even becomes a blonde,
preparing to accept Brad's invitation to come to L.A. Lucky JJ: Brad turns out to be a hunk, and the sex is
great... but JJ senses that something is wrong. Meanwhile, Ben has become a celebrity "presenter" on British
TV, but while the whole country goes gaga over his looks, he too feels that something is missing. By the
time several coincidences produce a dreams-come-true ending, readers are fond of plucky Jemima, but
somewhat tired out by her adventures. Green's determination to provide texture results in too many scenes
that brim with London and L.A. local color, but fail to add verve to the narrative. Outside of Geraldine, who,
surprisingly, is both beautiful and a true friend, the other characters tend to be stereotypes: Jemima's
roommates, airheads on the make; the predatory female TV producer; the editor who offers Jemima a
promotion once she is blonde and svelte. Though the concept is clever and nicely handled, the broad humor
lacks true comic brio. (As the online initiated would say: it's not LOL.) Green does, however, capture the
nuances and neuroses of the singles scene with a gimlet eye and an uninhibited voice. A bestseller in
England, the book should also hook female readers here as they relate to Green's frank comments about body
size and social acceptability. (June)
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Green's superficial novel tells readers that although beauty isn't everything (the right man will love you for
who you are, not your looks), a sensible diet and regular exercise can turn any fat and ugly duckling into a
slim, tanned, well-dressed, and exceedingly attractive swan. Jemima Jones, 100 pounds overweight and
possessing a definite inferiority complex about her appearance, has a desperate crush on Ben, the
devastatingly handsome deputy news editor of the small London paper where they both work. After taking
an Internet class, Jemima strikes up an e-mail relationship with Brad, a health club owner in Southern
California, giving her the impetus to go on a successful diet and exercise regimen. Many pounds lighter, she
visits Brad in Santa Monica, where she discovers that he is too gorgeous for words, that sex with him is
better than her fantasies, but that he is really in love with Jenny, his immensely overweight secretary.
Meanwhile, Ben, now a famous television star, comes to Santa Monica on work and, once he sets eyes on
Jemima, realizes that he loves her, always did, and always will. Is this ridiculous, or what? In Green's hands,
the "overweight Bridget Jones" subgenre of British fiction does not look promising. Not recommended.
---Nancy Pearl, Washington Ctr. for the Book, Seattle
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Over the past few years, novels about single women in their twenties and thirties looking for love and
success have become steadily more plentiful. Green's entry into the field is one of the best to come along.
Jemima Jones is 100 pounds overweight and feels that her size is holding her back. Her boss at the Kilburn
Herald doesn't promote her, and the handsome deputy news editor, Ben Williams, whom she adores, thinks
of her only as a friend. So Jemima turns to the Internet, where she meets Brad, a hunk who runs a gym in Los
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Angeles--if she can believe what he says. But when she sees Ben with another woman, Jemima decides she's
had enough. She joins a gym, starts dieting, and soon she's losing weight rapidly, until she weighs only 121
pounds. She's now a stunning beauty, but she's still insecure about herself. However, with the encouragement
of her friend Geraldine, she goes to L.A. to meet Brad. He turns out to be everything he promised, at least on
the surface, but is he the man of Jemima's dreams? The book has an almost fairy-tale quality as Jemima
discovers that while being thin helps, it doesn't automatically guarantee that one will find true love.
Charming, witty, good-hearted fun. Kristine Huntley

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eva Byrd:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Jemima J will make you to always be
smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that open
or reading the book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they can be thought like that?
Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Stacey Samuels:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for us. The book Jemima J was making you to know about other know-how
and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The book Jemima J is not only
giving you more new information but also to become your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your
own personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with the book Jemima J. You never
feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Octavio Martin:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
while those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Jemima J as the daily resource information.

Raymond Augustus:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read



education books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The Jemima J provide you with new experience in examining a book.
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