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Galileo’s Dialogue Concerning the Two Chief World Systems, published in
Florence in 1632, was the most proximate cause of his being brought to trial
before the Inquisition. Using the dialogue form, a genre common in classical
philosophical works, Galileo masterfully demonstrates the truth of the
Copernican system over the Ptolemaic one, proving, for the first time, that the
earth revolves around the sun. Its influence is incalculable. The Dialogue is not
only one of the most important scientific treatises ever written, but a work of
supreme clarity and accessibility, remaining as readable now as when it was first
published. This edition uses the definitive text established by the University of
California Press, in Stillman Drake’s translation, and includes a Foreword by
Albert Einstein and a new Introduction by J. L. Heilbron.
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: Italian

From the Inside Flap
Galileo's Dialogue Concerning the Two Chief World Systems, published in Florence in 1632, was the most
proximate cause of his being brought to trial before the Inquisition. Using the dialogue form, a genre
common in classical philosophical works, Galileo masterfully demonstrates the truth of the Copernican
system over the Ptolemaic one, proving, for the first time, that the earth revolves around the sun. Its
influence is incalculable. The Dialogue is not only one of the most important scientific treatises ever written,
but a work of supreme clarity and accessibility, remaining as readable now as when it was first published.
This edition uses the definitive text established by the University of California Press, in Stillman Drake's
translation, and includes a Foreword by Albert Einstein and a new Introduction by J. L. Heilbron.

About the Author
J. L. Heilbron is a professor of history and Vice Chancellor Emeritus, University of California at Berkeley,
and currently Senior Research Fellow, Worcester College, Oxford. He is the author of numerous books on
the history of science, including most recently The Sun in the Church: Cathedrals as Solar Observatories
and Geometry Civilized: History, Culture, and Technique.

Stephen Jay Gould is the Alexander Agassiz professor of zoology and professor of geology at Harvard and
the Vincent Astor visiting professor of biology at New York University. Recent books include Full House,
Dinosaur in a Haystack, and Questioning the Millennium. He lives in Cambridge, Massachusetts, and
New York City.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ernest Ainsworth:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world. Next to
that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Dialogue Concerning the Two Chief World Systems:
Ptolemaic and Copernican will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you
can know about almost everything. But some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored.
It is not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or appropriate
book with you?

Jeanie Hynes:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Dialogue Concerning the Two Chief World Systems: Ptolemaic and Copernican the mind will drift



away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your
mind friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation this
maybe you never get prior to. The Dialogue Concerning the Two Chief World Systems: Ptolemaic and
Copernican giving you a different experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you
useful information for your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the
following is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you
want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Thomas Schroeder:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Dialogue
Concerning the Two Chief World Systems: Ptolemaic and Copernican which is keeping the e-book version.
So , try out this book? Let's see.

Pat Thomas:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the Dialogue Concerning the Two Chief World Systems: Ptolemaic and Copernican when you
necessary it?
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