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Michael Dorris has crafted afierce saga of three generations of Indian women,
beset by hardships and torn by angry secrets, yet inextricably joined by the bonds
of kinship. Starting in the present day and moving backward, the novel istold in
the voices of the three women: fifteen-year-old part-black Rayona; her American
Indian mother, Christine, consumed by tenderness and resentment toward those
she loves; and the fierce and mysterious Ida, mother and grandmother whose
haunting secrets, betrayals, and dreams echo through the years, braiding together
the strands of the shared past.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Veteran narrator Rosenblat displays remarkable vocal versatility in narrating Dorris's cross-generational
story of three Native American women in Montana who must come to grips with the past. Divided into three
first-person narratives, the book follows teenage Rayona; her mother, Christine; and her grandmother, who
both the others call Aunt Ida. Rosenblat gives each adistinct voice, perfectly capturing the youthful yet
determined attitude of Rayona and the wizened, sardonic tone of her mother. The syncopated, husky voice
she adopts for Aunt Ida, who is said to have a pronounced accent, isn't spot-on, but it isn't distracting either.
Ida's story isthe shortest of the three, and Rayonas is the longest and most immediate, as the other two are
actually monologues that supplement and expand on the events of the first part of the book. Rosenblat ably
gives voice to the secondary characters, switching easily from a chummy, awkward priest to the bullying
young Foxy Cree, but it is her excellent portrayal of dopey, sweet Sky and world-wise Evelyn, a couple who
take in Rayona when she runs away, that serves as an index to the overall quality of this laudable production.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From School Library Journal

Grade 7 Up-Michael Dorrissfirst novel (Turtleback, 1987) comesto lifein thisfully voiced reading by
Barbara Rosenblat. At 15, Rayonais left by her Native-American mother shortly after her African-American
father walks out of their lives again, and this time probably forever. Rayonatries to tolerate life with her
grandmother, known by all as Aunt Ida, but when the mission priest sexually harasses this tough but
insightful young woman, she leaves the reservation and finds her way into a new life in a Montana state park.
After afew weeks' idyll as a maintenance worker sheltered by former hippies, Rayona returns to her mother,
Christine. The narrative switches to become an account of how Christine came to be the person Rayona has
known. Aunt Idaraised Christine on the reservation, along with Christine's younger brother Lee. Le€e's best
friend, Dayton, plays a significant role in Christine's life right through the time of Rayona's return years later,
but Lee dies asayouth in Vietnam. In the novel's final movement, Aunt Ida's brief but substantial story
unfoldg...] Rosenblat gives each of these women-ranging in age from youth through old age-a strength of
voice that matches their strengths of character. The symbol of the philandering priest is unfortunately
resonant now, but the novel's highly developed iconography of color and elemental forces continues to stand
as aliterature teacher's friend. Dorris work lendsitself particularly well to oral delivery, and this production
isstellar.

Francisca Goldsmith, Berkeley Public Library, CA

Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

A powerful novel of three generations of American Indian women, each seeking her own identity while
forever cognizant of family responsibilities, loyalty, and love. Rayona, half-Indian half-black daughter of
Christine, reacts to feelings of rejection and abandonment by running away, not knowing that her mother had
acted in asimilar fashion some 15 years before. But family ties draw Rayona hometo the Montana
reservationas they drew Christine, and as they had drawn Ida many years earlier. As the three recount their
lives, often repeating incidents but adding new perspectives, atotal picture emerges. Theresultisa
beautifully passionate first novel reminiscent of Louise Erdrich's Love Medicine and The Beet Queen, but a
strong work which should be read and enjoyed for its own merits. Highly recommended. ThomasL.
Kilpatrick, Southern Illinois Univ. Lib., Carbondale

Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Helen Turner:

This A Yellow Raft in Blue Water: A Novel book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world
isin your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually information inside this reserve
incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper anyone read alot of information you will get. This
specific A Yellow Raft in Blue Water: A Novel without we know teach the one who reading through it
become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't become worry A Y ellow Raft in Blue Water: A Novel can
bring when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it
within your lovely laptop even telephone. This A Yellow Raft in Blue Water: A Novel having good
arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Connie Pauls:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity thisislook different you can read
the book. It isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24 hours a
day to reading a e-book. The book A Yellow Raft in Blue Water: A Novel it is extremely good to read. There
are alot of folks that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did
not have enough space to create this book you can buy the e-book. Y ou can mOore simply to read this book
through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book features high quality.

Kevin L oesch:

A Yelow Raft in Blue Water: A Novel can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in
vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article author
giving hig/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing A Y ellow Raft in Blue Water:
A Novel but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource
details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand-new
stage of crucial thinking.

Gene Conley:

In thistime globalization it isimportant to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find alot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. Y ou
can view that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is A Yellow Raft in Blue Water: A Novel this guide consist alot of the
information with the condition of thisworld now. This kind of book was represented how do the world has
grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer



made some investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book appropriate al of you.
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