
Insects and Sustainability of Ecosystem
Services (Social Environmental
Sustainability)

By Timothy D. Schowalter

Insects and Sustainability of Ecosystem Services (Social Environmental
Sustainability) By Timothy D. Schowalter

With few exceptions, insects are perceived in industrialized countries as
undesirable pests. In reality, relatively few insects interfere with us or our
resources. Most have benign or positive effects on ecosystem services, and many
represent useful resources in non-industrialized countries. Challenging traditional
perceptions of the value of insects, Insects and Sustainability of Ecosystem
Services explores the ways insects affect the ecosystem services we depend
upon. It also fosters an appreciation for the amazing diversity, adaptive ability,
and natural roles of insects.

The book discusses how the ways in which we manage insects will determine an
ecosystem’s capacity to continue to supply services. It reviews aspects of insect
physiology, behavior, and ecology that affect their interactions with other
ecosystem components and ecosystem services, emphasizing critical effects of
insects on the sustainability of ecosystem processes and services. The author
examines the integration of insect ecology with self-regulatory aspects of
ecosystems that control primary production, energy and nutrient fluxes, and
global climate?functions that underlie the sustainability of ecosystem services.

Clearly, we need environmental policies that meet needs for pest control where
warranted, but do not undermine the important contributions of insects to
sustaining ecosystem processes and services. With in-depth coverage of the
multiple, often compensatory, effects of insects on various resources or
ecosystem services and on the consequences of control tactics for those resources
or services, Insects and Sustainability of Ecosystem Services recommends
changes in perspectives and policies regarding insects that will contribute to
sustainability of ecosystem services.
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With few exceptions, insects are perceived in industrialized countries as undesirable pests. In reality,
relatively few insects interfere with us or our resources. Most have benign or positive effects on ecosystem
services, and many represent useful resources in non-industrialized countries. Challenging traditional
perceptions of the value of insects, Insects and Sustainability of Ecosystem Services explores the ways
insects affect the ecosystem services we depend upon. It also fosters an appreciation for the amazing
diversity, adaptive ability, and natural roles of insects.

The book discusses how the ways in which we manage insects will determine an ecosystem’s capacity to
continue to supply services. It reviews aspects of insect physiology, behavior, and ecology that affect their
interactions with other ecosystem components and ecosystem services, emphasizing critical effects of insects
on the sustainability of ecosystem processes and services. The author examines the integration of insect
ecology with self-regulatory aspects of ecosystems that control primary production, energy and nutrient
fluxes, and global climate?functions that underlie the sustainability of ecosystem services.

Clearly, we need environmental policies that meet needs for pest control where warranted, but do not
undermine the important contributions of insects to sustaining ecosystem processes and services. With in-
depth coverage of the multiple, often compensatory, effects of insects on various resources or ecosystem
services and on the consequences of control tactics for those resources or services, Insects and
Sustainability of Ecosystem Services recommends changes in perspectives and policies regarding insects
that will contribute to sustainability of ecosystem services.
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Editorial Review

Review

"As the most diverse taxon on earth, insects have complex roles in ecosystems and hence affect
provisioning services, regulating services, cultural services and supporting services provided by
ecosystems. This new synthesis enhances our understanding of the important functional roles of insects in
ecosystem services, which will help us manage our natural resources in a better way to reach the goal of
sustainability."
?Jung-Tai Chao, Taiwan Forestry Research Institute

"… the chapters of Schowalter's interesting new book range from insect ecology to the valuation and
management of their benefits. … an important source for everybody interested in sustainable
management of insects driving ecosystem functioning."
?Teja Tscharntke, Georg-August-University

"Dr. Schowalter brings forth many important topics within this realm as he ultimately leads the reader to
a strong understanding of the important interplay between humans, insects, and the shaping of
environments throughout the world. … well written and designed to allow the reader to quickly grasp and
understand even the most difficult concepts. I have little doubt that this will become a "must have"
reference for anyone interested insects and their role in the sustainability of ecosystem services."
?Mathew A. Camper Affiliation: Instructor/Entomologist Colorado State University

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Raymond Levine:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
e-book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
experience happy read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular
Insects and Sustainability of Ecosystem Services (Social Environmental Sustainability) is kind of e-book
which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

William Johnson:

Often the book Insects and Sustainability of Ecosystem Services (Social Environmental Sustainability) will
bring that you the new experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In
case you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book Insects and Sustainability of
Ecosystem Services (Social Environmental Sustainability) is much recommended to you to study. You can
also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.



Willa Killeen:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its cover may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer can be Insects and Sustainability of Ecosystem Services (Social
Environmental Sustainability) why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the
content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Katherine Velasquez:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Insects and Sustainability of Ecosystem Services (Social Environmental
Sustainability) can make you sense more interested to read.
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