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Much has been written about the Office of Strategic Services (OSS)--the
forerunner of the CIA--and the exploits of its agents during World War II.
Virtually unknown, however, is the work of the extraordinary community of
scholars who were handpicked by "Wild Bill" Donovan and William L. Langer
and recruited for wartime service in the OSS's Research and Analysis Branch
(R&A). Known to insiders as the "Chairborne Division," the faculty of R&A was
drawn from a dozen social science disciplines and challenged to apply its
academic skills in the struggle against fascism. Its mandate: to collect, analyze,
and disseminate intelligence about the enemy.

Foreign Intelligence is the first comprehensive history of this extraordinary
behind-the-scenes group. The R&A Branch assembled scholars of widely
divergent traditions and practices--Americans and recent European émigrés;
philosophers, historians, and economists; regionalists and functionalists; Marxists
and positivists--all engaged in the heady task of translating the abstractions of
academic discourse into practical politics. Drawing on extensive, newly
declassified archival sources, Barry M. Katz traces the careers of the key players
in R&A, whose assessments helped to shape U.S. policy both during and after the
war. He shows how these scholars, who included some of the most influential
theorists of our time, laid the foundation of modern intelligence work. Their
reports introduced the theories and methods of academic discourse into the
workings of government, and when they returned to their universities after the
war, their wartime experience forever transformed the world of scholarship.

Authoritative, probing, and wholly original, Foreign Intelligence not only sheds
new light on this overlooked aspect of the U.S. intelligence record, it also offers a
startling perspective on the history of intellectual thought in the twentieth
century.
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Much has been written about the Office of Strategic Services (OSS)--the forerunner of the CIA--and the
exploits of its agents during World War II. Virtually unknown, however, is the work of the extraordinary
community of scholars who were handpicked by "Wild Bill" Donovan and William L. Langer and recruited
for wartime service in the OSS's Research and Analysis Branch (R&A). Known to insiders as the
"Chairborne Division," the faculty of R&A was drawn from a dozen social science disciplines and
challenged to apply its academic skills in the struggle against fascism. Its mandate: to collect, analyze, and
disseminate intelligence about the enemy.

Foreign Intelligence is the first comprehensive history of this extraordinary behind-the-scenes group. The
R&A Branch assembled scholars of widely divergent traditions and practices--Americans and recent
European émigrés; philosophers, historians, and economists; regionalists and functionalists; Marxists and
positivists--all engaged in the heady task of translating the abstractions of academic discourse into practical
politics. Drawing on extensive, newly declassified archival sources, Barry M. Katz traces the careers of the
key players in R&A, whose assessments helped to shape U.S. policy both during and after the war. He shows
how these scholars, who included some of the most influential theorists of our time, laid the foundation of
modern intelligence work. Their reports introduced the theories and methods of academic discourse into the
workings of government, and when they returned to their universities after the war, their wartime experience
forever transformed the world of scholarship.

Authoritative, probing, and wholly original, Foreign Intelligence not only sheds new light on this overlooked
aspect of the U.S. intelligence record, it also offers a startling perspective on the history of intellectual
thought in the twentieth century.
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Editorial Review

Review
Barry Katz's history of the Research and Analysis Branch of O.S.S. in World War II reveals how surprisingly
useful a group of historians and social scientists proved to be in war, and the impact of this taste of the real
world on a select band of scholars, both exercises in intellectual history. As a participant in these doings
some forty-odd years ago, I was amazed how much more a historian can know from archives and interviews
than the players remember. A lively and informative book.

It is unique... The author has combed through an impressive variety of sources and has been especially deft
in weaving together contemporary (and originally classified) documents with subsequent accounts and/or
memoirs. The result is a work of sustained interest, lively in style, and... on target in its judgments.

Review
Barry Katz's history of the Research and Analysis Branch of O.S.S. in World War II reveals how surprisingly
useful a group of historians and social scientists proved to be in war, and the impact of this taste of the real
world on a select band of scholars, both exercises in intellectual history. As a participant in these doings
some forty-odd years ago, I was amazed how much more a historian can know from archives and interviews
than the players remember. A lively and informative book. (Charles P. Kindleberger)

About the Author
Barry M. Katz is Senior Lecturer in the Program in Values, Technology, Science, and Society, Stanford
University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kimberly Wood:

This Foreign Intelligence: Research and Analysis in the Office of Strategic Services, 1942-1945 book is not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is
usually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read a
lot of information you will get. That Foreign Intelligence: Research and Analysis in the Office of Strategic
Services, 1942-1945 without we realize teach the one who reading it become critical in imagining and
analyzing. Don't end up being worry Foreign Intelligence: Research and Analysis in the Office of Strategic
Services, 1942-1945 can bring any time you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' become full
because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This Foreign Intelligence: Research and Analysis in
the Office of Strategic Services, 1942-1945 having excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout, so
you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Gwendolyn Smith:

Foreign Intelligence: Research and Analysis in the Office of Strategic Services, 1942-1945 can be one of
your beginner books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has



good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort that will put every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing Foreign Intelligence: Research and Analysis in the Office of Strategic Services,
1942-1945 but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info
that maybe you can be one among it. This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial
imagining.

Sandra Leggett:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time
to be read. Foreign Intelligence: Research and Analysis in the Office of Strategic Services, 1942-1945 can be
your answer given it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Mary Bessler:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Foreign Intelligence: Research and
Analysis in the Office of Strategic Services, 1942-1945 can give you a lot of friends because by you looking
at this one book you have point that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This
kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that maybe your
friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than different make you to be great individuals. So , why
hesitate? We need to have Foreign Intelligence: Research and Analysis in the Office of Strategic Services,
1942-1945.
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