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Andrew Vachss' pre-Flood novel A Bomb Built in Hell was written in 1973. It
was rejected by every publisher, one of whom described it as a "political horror
story," others of whom berated it for its "lack of realism," including such things
as Chinese youth gangs and the fall of Haiti. And the very idea of someone
entering a high school with the intent of destroying every living person inside
was just too ... ludicrous.

Readers of Vachss' Burke series will immediately recognize Wesley, the main
character of A Bomb Built in Hell. This is his story.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Wesley, who appeared in a number of Vachss’ legendarily dark Burke novels, is the protagonist of this hard-
bitten tale written in 1972, more than a decade before the first Burke novel appeared. It’s the story of an
orphan who, by the mid-1950s, had spent much of his life in New York’s juvenile-detention system before
graduating to maximum security. There he meets Carmine, a tough old murderer who educates him to be a
better criminal. Wesley comes to see himself as Carmine’s son and ultimately as the instrument of Carmine’s
vengeance. Wesley does his time and, as per Carmine’s instructions, becomes a professional hit man. A
Bomb Built in Hell presages motifs Vachss employed in the Burke novels, but even crime fans unfamiliar
with Burke can relish it. Wesley is utterly remorseless, and the story is told in the coldest and sparest of
prose. It also features telling period details—e.g., the tawdry and seamy Times Square area of the time, and
the homeless who rushed to “clean” the windshields of cars stopped at Bowery traffic lights. --Thomas
Gaughan

Review
"Vachss' prose, though not as stylized as the writing that would take the mystery world by storm in Flood, is
as tight and succinct as Wesley's meticulously planned murders. Every Burke fan should read this novel."
--Publishers Weekly, Sept 18, 2000

 
“Vachss doesn’t sugarcoat things in this brutal, detailed piece of work, but that’s what makes it fascinating.
Vachss’ fans will love this example of the author’s early writing, which predates his Burke books by several
years. Rejected by publishers decades ago due to its high level of violence, the years have not diminished its
impact.”
    —Mystery Scene
 
“History has caught up to Wesley’s bleak odyssey, repeatedly rejected for publication decades ago but now
unnervingly prescient.”
    —Kirkus Reviews
 
“A Bomb Built in Hell presages motifs Vachss employed in the Burke novels, but even crime fans unfamiliar
with Burke can relish it. Wesley is utterly remorseless, and the story is told in the coldest and sparest of
prose.”
    —Booklist

From the Author
Readers of Vachss' Burke series will immediately recognize Wesley, the main character of A Bomb Built in
Hell. This is his story.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


David Hogan:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer can be A Bomb Built in Hell: Wesley's Story (Vintage Crime/Black
Lizard) why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint
you actually. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Alan Durham:

Beside this particular A Bomb Built in Hell: Wesley's Story (Vintage Crime/Black Lizard) in your phone, it
could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge
you are going to got here is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in
narrow village. It is good thing to have A Bomb Built in Hell: Wesley's Story (Vintage Crime/Black Lizard)
because this book offers for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what
it's all about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable
option here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the
item? Find this book along with read it from now!

Betty Richey:

You can obtain this A Bomb Built in Hell: Wesley's Story (Vintage Crime/Black Lizard) by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve issue if you get difficulties to your
knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed but in addition can
you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your local mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still
upgrade. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Patty Shield:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. In this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social like newspaper,
magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your understanding
by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just searching for the A
Bomb Built in Hell: Wesley's Story (Vintage Crime/Black Lizard) when you necessary it?
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