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This is the first new translation in over forty years of Sade's novel Justine. It is
also the first ever critical edition, based on the original 1791 version of the story,
which is the most accessible and artistically successful of the three versions. The
novel tells the story of the beautiful and devout Justine, whose steadfast faith and
naive trust destine her from the outset for sexual exploitation and martyrdom.
The unending catalog of disasters that befall her, during which she is subject to
any number of perverse practices, illustrate Sade's belief in the primacy of Nature
over civilization. Virtue is no match for vice, and as criminality and violence
triumph, Justine is doomed to suffer. Indeed, the novel mounts a ferocious
physical and intellectual assault on absolute notions of good and evil.

John Phillips's lively translation conveys the tone of Sade's original text and his
introduction situates Sade's narrative in its historical, literary, and philosophical
background, discussing such major themes as attitudes to women, the church, the
justice system, and the world of finance, the sadistic and masochistic elements,
and the novel's reception. The extensive notes shed light on religious and
philosophical ideas and explain allusions to topical events.

About the Series: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made
available the broadest spectrum of literature from around the globe. Each
affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship, providing the
most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert
introductions by leading authorities, voluminous notes to clarify the text, up-to-
date bibliographies for further study, and much more.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

John Phillips is Emeritus Professor at London Metropolitan University. An authority on Sade, his books
include Sade: The Libertine Novels, The Marquis de Sade: A Very Short Introduction, and How to Read
Sade.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Clarence Anderson:

In other case, little persons like to read book Justine, or the Misfortunes of Virtue (Oxford World's Classics).
You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is important some
sort of book Justine, or the Misfortunes of Virtue (Oxford World's Classics). You can add knowledge and of
course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize
everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple thing
until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we could open a book or searching by internet device.
It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Betty Perez:

The particular book Justine, or the Misfortunes of Virtue (Oxford World's Classics) has a lot of knowledge
on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you will get
the point easily after perusing this book.

Shirley Henderson:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This reserve Justine, or the Misfortunes of Virtue (Oxford World's Classics) was filled
with regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some
people has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big selling point of a book,
you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book you
wanted.



Tommy Bowles:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By book
Justine, or the Misfortunes of Virtue (Oxford World's Classics) we can take more advantage. Don't you to
definitely be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Simply choose the best book
that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time book Justine, or the
Misfortunes of Virtue (Oxford World's Classics). You can more desirable than now.
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