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The story of viruses and humanity is a story of fear and ignorance, of grief and
heartbreak, and of great bravery and sacrifice. Michael Oldstone tells all these
stories as he illuminates the history of the devastating diseases that have
tormented humanity, focusing mostly on the most famous viruses.
Oldstone begins with smallpox, polio, and measles. Nearly 300 million people
were killed by smallpox in this century alone and the author presents a vivid
account of the long campaign to eradicate this lethal killer. Oldstone then
describes the fascinating viruses that have captured headlines in more recent
years: Ebola, Hantavirus, mad cow disease (a frightening illness made worse by
government mishandling and secrecy), and, of course, AIDS. And he tells us of
the many scientists watching and waiting even now for the next great plague,
monitoring influenza strains to see whether the deadly variant from 1918--a viral
strain that killed over 20 million people in 1918-1919--will make a comeback.
For this revised edition, Oldstone includes discussions of new viruses like SARS,
bird flu, virally caused cancers, chronic wasting disease, and West Nile, and fully
updates the original text with new findings on particular viruses.
Viruses, Plagues, and History paints a sweeping portrait of humanity's long-
standing conflict with our unseen viral enemies. Oldstone's book is a vivid
history of a fascinating field, and a highly reliable dispatch from an eminent
researcher on the front line of this ongoing campaign.
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this century alone and the author presents a vivid account of the long campaign to eradicate this lethal killer.
Oldstone then describes the fascinating viruses that have captured headlines in more recent years: Ebola,
Hantavirus, mad cow disease (a frightening illness made worse by government mishandling and secrecy),
and, of course, AIDS. And he tells us of the many scientists watching and waiting even now for the next
great plague, monitoring influenza strains to see whether the deadly variant from 1918--a viral strain that
killed over 20 million people in 1918-1919--will make a comeback. For this revised edition, Oldstone
includes discussions of new viruses like SARS, bird flu, virally caused cancers, chronic wasting disease, and
West Nile, and fully updates the original text with new findings on particular viruses.
Viruses, Plagues, and History paints a sweeping portrait of humanity's long-standing conflict with our
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Editorial Review

Review

"Readable books about viruses by experts are not plentiful enough, and the point of this essay is to
recommend a recent arrival by the American virologist Michael Oldstone. In 17 chapters, the author gives
the non-specialist reader a complete account of viruses and virus-caused plagues such as smallpox, yellow
fever, measles, polio, hemorrhagic fever, Lassa fever, ebola, hantavirus, SARS, West Nile Virus, mad cow
disease, and influenza...Read this book (available now)--it's a treat." --Dan Agin, Huffington Post

"...marvelously clear to lay readers, yet detailed enough to please and fascinate the professional."--Doody's
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About the Author

Michael B. A. Oldstone is Professor and Head of the Viral-Immunobiology Laboratory at The Scripps
Research Institute. A leader in the field, he has been the recipient of numerous awards and honors and has
served or serves on several national and international committees charged with understanding, treating and
eliminating viral diseases. He was a consultant to the World Health Organization for the eradication of
poliomyelitis and measles, and was a member of the SAGE Executive Board. He is a member of the National
Academy of Sciences.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Earl Austin:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a book.



Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book Viruses, Plagues, and History: Past, Present
and Future will make you to become smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about
almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't make
you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or ideal book with you?

Thomas Paris:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
need something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that
question since just their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it
is suitable. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular Viruses, Plagues, and
History: Past, Present and Future to read.

Susan Jun:

The feeling that you get from Viruses, Plagues, and History: Past, Present and Future could be the more deep
you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to comprehend but Viruses, Plagues, and History: Past, Present and Future giving you
excitement feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be
understood by simply anyone who read it because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This
particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can
go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this specific
Viruses, Plagues, and History: Past, Present and Future instantly.

Dana Barker:

The actual book Viruses, Plagues, and History: Past, Present and Future has a lot info on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. The
author makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point
easily after reading this book.
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